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MATTHEW 18:20

September 6, 2026

Rev. Dr. Mark Rich

601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544
Worship Sundays at 10 a.m.

First Evangelical wishes to acknowledge and give our gratitude to the
Wyandotte Nation, who once called the land our church sits on their home.




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness

in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans from
overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love

to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people,

following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and
the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.
Amen.



As We Gather at Your Table

i — i —— ~ —
7. | I~ | I - |
e — = s EES S
s e
1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Tum our wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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help us know, O God, your pres-ence; let our hearts and minds be stirred.
send us forth to love and serve you, bring-ing peace where there is  strife.
where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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Nour-ish us with sa-cred sto-ry till we claim it as our own;
Give us, Christ, your great com-pas-sion to for - give as you for - gave;
There no more will en - vy blind us nor will pride our peace de - stroy,
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teach us through this ho - ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.

may we still be - hold your im-age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saints and an-gels to re - peat the  sound-ing joy.
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GREETING The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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have mer - cy.

Lord,
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
0
D" A
y 4"
@ - 170 [7)
J ’
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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men.
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu -1a, al-1le - lu - ia. 1 Wor -thy is Christ, the Lamb
0D & . .
Yy — - . T PR—— — i
An— 4 P—— —— — = —— if
1o P N P e djo |
J o * & —¢ T
who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
- o | I - e I -
B3V | —— i~ .i i : = i Z .i
J ' o - e
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - lu - 1a. 4 For the Lamb who was
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slain has be - gun  his reign. Al-le - Iu - ia.
Final refrain
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This is the feast of  vic-to-ry for our God.
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Al-le -lu - ja, al-le-lu-1a, al -le - lu - 1a.
Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy.
Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11

7So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 81f |
say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not
speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their
iniquity, but their blood | will require at your hand. ° But if you warn the
wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of
them; how then can we live?” 1 Say to them: As | live, says the Lord God, |
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you
die, O house of Israel?

The Word of our Lord, thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, and | shall keep it to the
end.

34 Give me understanding, and | shall keep your teaching;

| shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear
you.

39 Turn away the reproach that | dread, because your judgments are
good.

40 Behold, | long for your commandments; by your righteousness
enliven me.



Second Reading: Romans 13:1-10

13 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities, for there is no
authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have been
instituted by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the
authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval, 4for it is
God’s agent for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid,
for the authoritylel does not bear the knife in vain! It is the agent of God to
execute wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be subject, not only
because of wrath but also because of conscience. 6 For the same reason
you also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s agents, busy with this very
thing. 7 Pay to all what is due them: taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to
whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is due, honor to whom honor
is due.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. ® The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is
the fulfilling of the law.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2013&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28256a
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-1u - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to,
you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence
of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to
the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a
one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in

heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there
among them.” The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



When We Are Living

Pues si vivimos
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Pues  si vi - vi - mos, pa-ra él vi - vi - mos,
1 When we are liv - ing, it is in  Christ Je - sus,
2 ’Mid times of  sor oW and in times of pain, .. ..
3 A - cross this wide world, we shall al - ways find
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y Si mo - ri - mos pa-ra él mo - ri - mos.
and when we’re dy - ing, it is in the Lord.
when sens - ing beau - ty or in love’s em - brace, . . .
those who are cry - ing with no peace of mind; . . .
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Sea que vi - va - mos 0 que mu - ra - mos,
Both in our liv - ing and in our dy - ing,
wheth-er we  suf - fer, or sing re - joic - ing,
and when we help them, or when we feed them,
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so-mos del Se - TFior, so-mos del Se - fior.
we be -long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.

2 En la tristezayen el dolor,
en la belleza y en el amor,
sea que suframos o que gocemos,
somos del Sefior, somos del Sefior.

Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942

st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946

Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional

3 En este mundo por doquier habré
gente que lloray sin consolar.
Sea queayudemos oalimentemos,
somos del Sefior, somos del Sefior.

Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The Peace of Christ, be with you all. And also with you,



Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Offering Prayer
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our
neighbors, today and always. Amen.

DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught

us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



Invitation to Communion
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.

Prayer after Communion

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and
abundant life.

By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living
signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray.

Amen.

Blessing

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of
Christ Jesus.

Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace +F bless you now and forever. Amen, Amen, Amen



Blessed Be the Name

Heri ni jina
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1 He - ri ni ji-na, he - ri ni ji-na, he-ri ni ji-na la Ye-su.
2 Twe - nde kwa Ye - su, twe - nde kwa Ye-su, twe-nde kwa Ye-su mbi-ngu-ni.

1 Bless-ed be the name, bless-ed be the name, bless-ed be the name, Je-sus’ name.
2 Let us go to Je-sus, let us go to Je-sus, let us go to Je - sus in heav'n.
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He - ri ni ji-na, he - ri ni ji-na, he-ri ni ji-na la Ye - su. A it
Twe - nde kwa Ye-su, twe-nde kwa Ye-su,  twe-nde kwa Ye-su mbi-ngu - ni. e
Bless-ed be the name, bless-ed be the name, bless -ed be the name, Je-sus’ name. Be_lieve!
Let usgo to Je-sus, let us go to Je-sus,let us go to Je-sus in heav’'n. "
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Al - le-lu-ya, al - le-lu-ya. He -ri ni ji-na la Ye - su. A i it
Al -le-lu-ya, al - le-lu-ya. Twe-ndekwaYe-su mbi-ngu - ni. e
Al -le-lu-ia, al - le-lu-1a. Bless-ed be the name, Je - sus’ name. BeTievel
Al -le-lu-ia, al - le-lu-ia. Let us go to Je - sus in heav’'n. ’
- . _. . | . o ® £ o o
Oy oo o 5 «— 55 5
] I;,‘ ') II') I . J ! 4 | O
YV :
N . ,
Y |~ N | y—— | T |
I f N—— i C - i i i
g v oo
Al - le-Iu-ya, al - le-lu-ya. He -ri ni ji-na la Ye - su.
Al - le-lu-va, al - le-lu-ya. Twe-nde kwa Ye - su mbi-ngu - ni.
Al - le-lu-ia, al - le-lu-ia. Bless-ed be the name, Je - sus’ name.
Al - le-lu-ia, al - le-lu-ia. Let us go to Je - sus in heav'n.
- - _. . | . o ® #* o
Oy e . o5 55 — T8
] I;,‘ ') ') I . P | ! 4 |
o
Y V I—

MISSION STATEMENT As a congregation we are.....called to be
disciples of Christ: Going where God leads, Focusing on all people
as the family of God through worship, education, outreach and
fellowship; seeking grace through faith for salvation.



