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7 p.m. 
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Worship 

10 a.m. 
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Rotary 11-1 

AA 7-9p 
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BIBLE 

STUDY 
6:30 PM 

28 
 

 

 

29 
 
 

30 



 

 
Tell me the stories of  Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if  He were here; 
Scenes by the wayside, tales of  the sea, 
Stories of  Jesus, tell them to me. 
 

In this “Year of  Story” this children’s song has often come to mind, as we read the 
story of  Jesus.  It’s been good reading through the Gospels.  Thank you to Kristin 
for posting them so regularly for us on First’s Facebook page. 

The theme verse for this year comes from the book of  Acts:  “But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of  the 
earth.” (Acts 1:8) We are called to be witnesses, called to tell the story of  Jesus. 

In his introduction to the Bible resource for this year, Bishop Beaudoin writes of  
the story of  Jesus, “A story many of  us have been learning and telling our entire 
lives.”  I invite you to join me in Bible Study using that resource, beginning 
Wednesday September 27 at 6:30 p.m. and the five Wednesdays following.  (if  
another day or time would be better for you – let me know – additional times can 
be arranged). 

There is always more to learn in our life together.  If  you haven’t yet done so, please 
take time to respond to the interest form (attached to an e-mail sent Wednesday, 
August 30) for Firsts@First – an intergenerational Sunday morning experience 
prior to worship.   

May we continue to learn and grow together so we can better share the stories of  
Jesus. 

                                                                                     Peace, Pastor Kathy 



 
 

August 17, 2023 Members Present: Rita Bennett, Dorothy Blackburn, Kristin Ealy, Maureen 

Hawkins, Tom Martin, Mary Wright, Brenda Zeigler Also present:  Rev. Kathleen Shuck  
Excused:  Karen Magers  
 

Opening Devotions  
Pastor’s Report:  Various meetings including USAMA, Open Door Board and mentoring her 
SAM.  Held Bible Study and Worship at Westbrook and the County Home.  Visits included 
Ronald Wright at the veterans home in Sandusky, graduation and 90th birthday parties.  
Continued Education by participating at Lutheran Lakeside Chataqua, involved in VBS here, 
Baptism of Charlotte Weir and attended funeral of Pastor Hugh Daley in Waldo.  Pastor 
advised she would be taking a few days of vaca next week and then September 11-17.   
Catechism classes will resume and confirmation is slated for October 29 for Jake Nieset, 
Nick Nieset and Averie Rowlinson. 
 
 

Old Business: 
1. Organ Company contacted to replace lightbulbs on organ, will contact 

office when they will be in the area. 
2. Local Rotary Club has been using the building since July 30 with no issues. 
3. Update on outdoor construction and parking lots:  Things will be happening 

as soon as next week.  Kristin will notify those that use the building. 
 

New Business: 
1. Diakonia:  Council viewed short clip from the synod regarding Diakonia 

classes.  Agreed upon that if those that would like to do it need financial help, 
we would see that they could still participate.  There are synod funds available 
as well.  More publicity to congregation about the program will happen as well.  

2. Talk about offering the pool table to the congregation members if anyone 
would desire to take it.  That will be brought up in announcements.  Also 
mentioned that it isn’t necessary that we dispose of it as people still utilize it. 

3. Brief discussion regarding steps that will need taken upon Pastor Kathy’s 
retirement.  We will pull the Church information such as constitution and MSP 
to ready ourselves for committee to be formed for transition and call. Synod will 
be at our next Council meeting to advise. 
 

In Committee talks:  Outreach is in full swing with the Backpack Collection and 
Christian Ed has begun thinking into an intergenerational opportunity for 
Sunday mornings.   

 



 
We will continue to collect for a while longer.   

We will not be sending these out until October, if you’d 
still like to participate!  

 
 

Monthly Mission in September will be for the Lutheran World 
Relief Organization.  We will collect loose and designated 
offerings and send off to LWR at the end of October!  In 

addition, we are doing our BackPack Collection for them as well 
that will be shipped out in October!        



   

  



 

            
 

Pastor Kathy: 419.366.8755  intpk@gmail.com 
Kristin: 419.310.0107  firstevangelical@gmail.com 

 
http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org 

https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky 

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org/


 

 

Temporary Rehab @ Vancrest (Fairhaven)  

850 Marseilles Avenue 

Donna Kimmel 



 

 

  

  

 



 

 
When Jesus told his disciples, “Come, follow me,” (Mathew 4:19 NIV), it wasn’t simply 

a call for them to follow Jesus on the road. It was an invitation to life-long 

discipleship. That meant learning, listening, and sharing Jesus directly through his 

Word. In fact, the definition of disciple means follower or student. 

Diakonia is a call to discipleship. The invitation is to live our lives for Christ, to 

commune with other Christians, and to undertake theological learning that will 

mature our understanding of the Word and carry that learning to others in love and 

service. 

Begun by a Lutheran pastor to support the work of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA), Diakonia is offered to both ELCA members and others interested 

in learning more about their Christian faith. Currently active in 11 out of 65 ELCA 

synods, the program develops dynamic disciples by providing: 

• Rich, theological education 

• A deepened appreciation of the Bible – dynamic, living and transformational 

• Clarity in forms of grace-filled service 

The Growing In Faith: Diakonia curriculum consists of twelve courses, with six 

courses offered each academic year. Participants begin with a Foundation’s Year 

and then may choose to continue their formation through a Practical Year. Each 

course has five weekly sessions that meet in three-hour increments. Weekly 

assignments and reading are designed to relate subject matter to the students’ 

context of life and ministry. 

Tuition cost is $65/course, $390/year. A registration fee of $30 covers start up and 

celebration costs. The cost for books for each course varies, but typically doesn’t 

exceed $30/course. Financial assistance is available upon request. Your home 

congregation may offer some financial assistance as well. 

More than a course of study, Diakonia is a chance to heed Christ’s call, to grow 

spiritually and to commit to a life-long spiritual journey spent on the road  

with our Lord. 
 



2- Carrie Grogan 
5- Claire Stoneburner 
7- Joan Reinschell 
12- Terry Boucher 
13- Kaylyn Shock & Bryson Stoneburner 
15- Marla Ritter 
16- Karen Gillen 
17- Fred Gillen 
19- Karla Giese 
20- Linda Welker & Carter Brunson 
23- Aiden McCartney 
28- Dawn Kidwell 
30- Marty Denney & Carter Stoneburner 

 

 

 

2- Karl & Laura Wines 
5- Ray & Carrie Grogan 
18- Loren & Lois Dillon 

21- Larry & Maureen Hawkins 
22- Randy & Jenna McCartney 
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