September 2020
Worship Sunday 10 a.m. when Advisory Color is Orange or better ☺
Rev. Kathleen Shuck
601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544
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In The Small Catechism by Martin Luther the Eighth Commandment is “You
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” The commandment itself
seems easy to do – don’t lie about others. With the explanation, keeping this
commandment becomes, it seems to me, more challenging. “What does this
mean for us? We are to fear and love God so that we do not betray, slander
or lie about our neighbor, but defend (our neighbor), speak well of (our
neighbor) and explain (our neighbor’s) actions in the kindest way.”
In these days of social media, it is so easy to pick up on the negative, the
false (that fits our narrative), the worst. And yet, God calls us to love God
and love our neighbor. Jesus reminds us that all people are our neighbor,
not just those who live next door. Our neighbors are those we know and
those we don’t know. Our neighbors include those we agree with and those
we think are wrong. Our neighbors are all who are loved by God (all
people). As we show our love for others, we show our love for God. As we
remember the love of God made known through Jesus, may we remember to
speak well of others. To be kind to others and speak kindly to one another.
Through the spring and summer we chose to show our love of neighbor by
suspending our in-person worship. As we resume worship in the sanctuary
we show our love and care for one another in the modified service (no
singing for now), perhaps sitting in a different pew and wearing masks. We
continue to make our service available on-line for those who are not able or
comfortable returning to in-person worship.
As we return, may we continue to be kind to one another, care for one
another, love one another with the love we have been given by God.
May we show our love of God by loving our neighbors as ourselves.
Peace,
Pastor Kathy

Council met on September 1 in the north parking lot.
Members present: Rita Bennet, Kristin Ealy, Jean Gottfried, Karen Magers,
Duane Shock and Brenda Zeigler. Pr. Kathy also in attendance.
Those excused: Earl Kidwell, Al Stoneburner and Laura Wines
Council discussed the return plan for Worship indoors. It was agreed that with
the current status and activities happening in community that a new decision
should be made. As with all decisions during this time of crisis, the decision of
council will still be fluid and may result in several changes.
Karen Magers moved to have indoor worship at level orange or better and at
such time the county goes to red to move back to all online. Duane Shock,
second. MC It was discussed that the last decision was based on if they
county were to become yellow on the advisory system that we would hold
indoor worship the next Sunday. This new motion carried would go into effect
the 13th of September unless we turn yellow before that.
God’s Work, Our Hands traditionally held in September was also discussed.
Pastor and Rita Bennett had information on destruction of carriers in Beirut
that held quilts, school kits and baby kits. Lutheran World Relief is an
organization that collects these kits and information was presented to council
on the thought of our project this year being this. Jean Gottfried moved that
we collect and make school kits (50) to donate to this cause. Kristin Ealy,
second. MC
Rita Bennett shared with the council of thoughts on community meal since
there is none happening at this time. She wondered about First doing a
breakfast on Saturdays for the community. Doing on Saturday would mean
younger families would be able to help in the preparing and serving. Council
agreed it would be a great service to our community but no decision made
at this time.
Meeting was adjourned and all said the Lord’s Prayer.

EACH YEAR we as a church find
somewhere, something to be a part of
to bring God’s Love. Either by
working to help clean up at a park,
museum or to share some time with
those friends at the nursing home.
This year we knew that our God’s
Work Our Hands had to be a little
different. Here’s how we can ALL
help as a Church Family!

FROM Lutheran World Relief website…why we NEED to help!
The city of Beirut, Lebanon, is in crisis. The August 4 explosion took many lives
and flattened an entire portion of the city. Thousands of our neighbors are injured,
300,000 are homeless and hospitals are so overwhelmed they are turning people
away. Meanwhile, the COVID-19 pandemic is hitting Lebanon hard.
As our team works around the clock to organize Lutheran World Relief’s
humanitarian response, we give thanks that all of our staff and partners in Beirut
survived the blast. Though some are recovering from injuries and the loss of their
homes, we are thankful. Still, we cry out, asking why such a tragedy would
happen in a time and place fraught with so many other trials.
And then we ask what we can do to love our neighbors through this crisis.

A tragic loss of supplies for vulnerable families
Your love is well-known in Lebanon, reaching poor Lebanese families and large
populations of Syrian and Palestinian refugees as they struggle to overcome the
country’s ongoing economic crisis. Thank you for taking action to care for them in
their time of need.
Unfortunately, this disaster created a setback for our programs. The blast
destroyed three of our 40-foot shipping containers, which were stored in the port
and held more than 22,000 LWR Mission Quilts, 100 cartons of School Kits, 300
cartons of Personal Care Kits and 125 cartons of Baby Care Kits that were being
prepared for distribution. Now an estimated 24,550 men, women and children who
were already in great need will not receive these essential supplies.
The total monetary value of this loss is more than $623,000. Yet the value of the
time and love our quilters and kit-makers put into sewing, assembling and praying
over these items is impossible to calculate. Though this loss is small compared to
any loss of life, we are devastated that our neighbors who were already struggling
— and who need these items now more than ever — will suffer even more without
them.
"This loss could mean a more bitter winter for thousands of refugees," said
Melanie Gibbons, LWR’s deputy director for outreach and engagement. "Our
quilts are made with love by those who painstakingly craft them, and they’re
deeply appreciated by the people in distress who receive them, both for the
warmth and the message of care they provide."

SUNDAY BULLETIN
On next page is our standard Sunday Bulletin. We have tried to
disburse this throughout the last 7 months and find that it may be
easier to share once, until we change it up again.
Please find the order of worship here and the listing of scriptures
later here in the newsletter.
This will aid those that worship at home via online means and for
those that want to feel connected otherwise.
Please note: September 20, 2020 will be a tad different as we will
be sharing in the Lord’s Meal together with Holy Communion at in
person worship.

Prayer of the Day for September Sundays
Sundaysandseasons.com

13th
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace
our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

20th
Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

27th
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given
to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our
sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you
the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING SONG
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

+WORD+
PLEASE SEE INSERT FOR SCRIPTURES
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also,
with you.
LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
BLESSING
MISSION STATEMENT
As a congregation we are.....Called to be Disciples of
Christ: Going where God leads, Focusing on all people
as the family of God through: Worship, Education,
Outreach and Fellowship; Seeking grace through Faith
for salvation.
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.

Prayers of Intercession
Sundaysandseasons.com

September 13
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
You welcome us when we are weak in faith. Uphold your church throughout the world;
make it a place of welcome. Strengthen faith through Bible studies and Sunday schools,
confirmation classes and youth ministries. Nurture new ministries of education and
growth (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
The heights of the heavens show us the vastness of your steadfast love. Have
compassion on your creation. Where human selfishness has brought ruin and destruction,
we look to you to heal, renew, and redeem your world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Make your ways known to the nations. Speak kindness to our bitter grudges. Settle our
hearts when we want to settle accounts with violence. Bless our leaders with patience
and wisdom (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Bring healing and justice wherever harm is dealt. Provide vindication for all who are
oppressed. Free victims of human trafficking and forced labor; deliver all who are bound
by debt. Feed all who hunger, and guard refugees fleeing famine, poverty, and war. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Teach us to forgive. Remind us that you do not always accuse us. Still our tongues when
we are tempted to pass judgment and argue over opinions. Make this congregation a
community of mercy for one another and for all our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

September 20
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
Generous God, you make the last first, and the first last. Where this gospel challenges
the church, equip it for its works of service. Strengthen those who suffer for Christ
(especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Sun and wind, bushes and worms, cattle and great cities—nothing in creation is outside
your concern, mighty God. In your mercy, tend to it all. Give us a spirit of generosity
toward all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Where we find envy and create enemies, you provide enough for all. Bring peace to
places of conflict and violence (especially). Inspire leaders with creativity and wisdom.
Bless the work of negotiators, peacekeepers, and development workers. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Reveal yourself to all in need as you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding
in steadfast love, ready to relent from punishing. Accompany judges and lawyers, victims
of crime and those serving sentences. Give fruitful labor and a livelihood to those seeking
work. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Even beyond our expectations, you choose to give generously. Grant life, health, and
courage to all who are in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

September 27
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.
In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ.
Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and
obedience so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of
creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new
spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds
and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or
spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or
exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us
with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community
(especially); make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

2nd – Carrie Grogan
3rd – Minor Spitler
5th – Alyssa Graboski and Claire Stoneburner
9th – Betty Brown
10th – Roman Russell
12th – Frank Ulrich & Terry Boucher
13th – Kaylyn Shock & Bryson Stoneburner
15th – Marla Ritter
16th – Karen Gillen
17th – Fred Gillen
20th – Linda Welker, Carter Brunson & Marsh Fitzgerald
25th – Jessica Layne
28th – Dawn Kidwell
30th – Marty Denney & Carter Layne

Karl & Laura Wines – 2nd
Ray & Carrie Grogan – 5th
Loren & Lois Dillon – 18th
Larry & Maureen Hawkins – 21st

Our Prayer List is everchanging….as is our lives.
If you feel like you or someone you know within the
congregation is in need of some visits, we have a few
different ways to help!
Care Team – People to visit those on Prayer List, that maybe
just need a quick hello, a card, a prayer.
Eucharistic Team – Trained individuals that will go out and
administer Holy Communion to those that are possibly
homebound or that find it difficult to make it to church.
And of course….our own minister, Pr. Kathy

If you find yourself needing a visit from any of our teams OR
just need your name or a loved ones placed onto the prayer
list please contact the office at 419.294.3544 or by e-mail to
firstevangelical@gmail.com and we will care for you! We
may not always be able to physically visit, but we can try to!

Despite much of the Wyandot County Fair looking much different
due to the pandemic, the annual County Fair Worship Service will
go on as usual. The Upper Sandusky Area Ministerial Association
will lead the community in worship on Sunday, September 13 at
7:00 p.m. The service will be in the parking lot on the south side of
the Masters Building. This years’ service will double as a community
thanksgiving service, giving thanks for local health care
professionals. The guest speaker for the evening will be Dr. Scott
Cisar MD of Sycamore Medical Associates and Wyandot Memorial
Hospital.
Those attending the service are asked to remain in their vehicle.
The service will be broadcast on FM radio. Music and worship will
be led by members of the Ministerial Association. No offering will
be collected, but all are encouraged to make a donation to the
Wyandot County Jr. Fair Board, or the charity of your choice.

HOW TO CONTACT & STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH
Pastor Kathy: 419.366.8755
Kristin: 419.310.0107

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky

Upper Sandusky OH 43351

601 North Sandusky Avenue

First Evangelical Lutheran

