September 2019
Rev. Kathleen Shuck
601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544
Sunday Worship Time: 10 a.m.
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TWL – 5 p.m.

*NA-7

*AA 7p.m.
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Fair Opening
Worship 7 p.m.

*AA 7p.m.
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Ladies
Night Out
6 p.m.

TWL – 5pm

11

TWL – 5 p.m.
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19
Council
7 p.m.
*NA-7
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25

TWL – 5pm
*AA 7p.m.

26
Council
7 p.m.
*NA – 7
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30

NA- Narcotics Anonymous
AA – Alcoholics Anonymous
WyCares High School meets each
school day morning from 7:308:45 in the Cross Hall meeting
room!

*AA 7p.m.

WyCares
Elementary
11:30-2

13

*NA-7

*AA 7p.m.

22
BBQ

FRI SAT
6
7

*non First activity

20
WyCares
Elementary
11:30-2
Hawkins
Rehearsal
5-8

27
WyCares
Elementary
11:30-2

14

First
Day @
WMH
Booth

21

Cole Slaw
Making
9 a.m.

Hawkins
Wedding
12-4
Old Mission
Activities
3:30-5

28

“At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem in a ministry to the saints; for Macedonia and
Achaia have been pleased to share their resources with the poor among the saints at Jerusalem.
They were pleased to do this…” Romans 15:25-27a NRSV

I am thankful for the generosity of the people of God at First Evangelical Lutheran
Church. A little over a year ago an idea became a ministry. The Outreach Committee,
recognizing a need in one of our church families, wondered how, if that were to happen
again, we could easily help in the name of Jesus. The Care Fund was created and
through your generosity was funded and surpassed the initial goal. This fund is available
to families of the congregation with immediate financial need. Requests can be brought,
in writing, to me (the pastor), congregation president (currently Earl Kidwell) or chair of
the Outreach Committee (Rita Bennett or Jean Gottfried). All requests will be held in
strict confidence.
The congregation also has money designated for a Pastor’s Discretionary Fund, which is
used to help beyond the congregation. We support the Good Samaritan Fund of the
Upper Sandusky Area Ministerial Association, which helps those who are passing through
the area.
I am thankful for the generosity of the congregation. These are the ways you assist those
in our community through the congregation. Recently some pastors in the ELCA have
shared that members of their congregations have received e-mail or text message,
supposedly from the pastor, asking for funds in the form of gift cards. The message did
not come from the pastor and the member was a victim of fraud. If you ever receive such
a message from me, please know that I did not send it and will never ask for money in
that way. But, please let me know if you receive a message like that, so we can report it
to the proper authorities.
Thank you for your gifts each Sunday for the work of the congregation. Thank you for
your gifts to special ministries of this congregation and the larger church. Thank you for
sharing your time and gifts in getting things done and making ministry happen. Thank
you for your presence in worship each week.
Together, we are the body of Christ.
The God of peace be with you all.
Pastor Kathy

August 22, 2019
Members Present: Rita Bennett, Kristin Ealy, Jean Gottfried, Earl Kidwell, Joyce
Kuenzli, Amanda Rowlinson, Linda Welker, Brenda Zeigler
Members Excused: Duane Shock, Chad Stoneburner, Al Stoneburner
Also present: Rev. Kathleen Shuck
Opening Devotions: Linda Welker
Pastor’s Report- July 2019
mileage – 606
total hours – 115 (do not reflect work at home)
Worship – 4 Sundays 3 summer Thursday evening
Visits:Hospital – 3 Long Term Care – 1
Hospice – 3 Other – 3
Meetings – 5
staff, individuals, etc.
Council and committees
Tuesdays with LIFE – 3
Vacation Bible School, Ladies Night Out, Bible Study at Westbrook
July 4 Holiday (took morning of my birthday off – to renew driver’s license)
Thank you to you all for your service on Congregation Council.
Bible Study on the Sermon on the Mount will begin this fall. If you are
interested and have a day/time preference, please let me know.
Vacation – after worship October 6 – October 14
Also shared news from Churchwide Assembly: new guidelines will come out
for model constitution in Sept/Oct. First should look at revising current Church
Constitution in 2020.
Will have 3 Catechism students this year. Eli Kidwell, Jake Rife and Dalton
Shock. Scheduling is in the works.
We will have a wedding on September 21, joining Larry Hawkins and Maureen
Heacock, whom both have shown desire to join our church.
Kristin’s Report- Thanking all for the purchase of a new office computer. It is in place
and was priced at $595. (allotted $650)

Old Business:
Sound System- meeting set with Sound Solutions on August 29th, they will install a
speaker and mics for us to use to preview. They will also have quotes for the items that
Pr. and Kristin spoke with them about. Tom Zeigler tinkered and fixed the current system.
(circuit broke) We will still look at the cost of an upgrade.
New Business: none

Council Reports
Christian Education: Trunk or Treat scheduled for October 26 from 3:30-4:30
Facilities: Windows have been put on Niederkohr Construction schedule and should be
started mid (ish) September.
Outdoor Lights have been purchased (change in price to $1222.78). Work has been
scheduled.
Concrete work on ramp and steps will be within the next two weeks or so, weather
dependent.
Worship & Music: favorite hymns wrapping up this next Sunday! Picking out music for
the coming months on Friday (the 23rd)
Finance: see Financial Worksheets, Finances seem to be in order and are doing well.
Outreach: Pork Chop BBQ will be Sunday, September 22 with serving beginning 11:30
AM. Menu will include two chops, scalloped potatoes, cole slaw, and roll for $8. A slice of
pie will be $2 extra. Cole slaw will be made on Saturday morning starting at 9 AM. Food
preparations for slaw, pies, and potatoes will take place early on Sunday morning so that
minimal help will be needed during worship service except for grillers who will be outside.
Sign up posters for food donations and workers are posted. Profits will be shared with
Christian outreach ministries. Jean Gottfried shared the ideas for God’s Work our Hands
with a tentative date of November 2nd discussed to treat the County Home to some fun
activities! Council shared some ideas as well and they committee will meet to plan.
Fellowship: met quickly to pick out menu for the catered luncheon on October 20th.
170th Anniversary Committee: Invites, schedules going out this week. Caterer secured
for the October 20th meal.

Gathering under the theme "We are church," voting members of the 2019 Churchwide Assembly of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) made a number of key decisions to further the mission
and ministry of this church. The assembly, the chief legislative authority of the church, met Aug. 5-10 at
the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee.
More than 900 voting members:
• Reelected on the first ballot the Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton to a six-year term as ELCA presiding
bishop.
• Elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer to a six-year term as ELCA secretary. Rothmeyer, currently
serving as executive for administration with the Office of the Secretary, was installed during
the assembly's closing worship on Aug. 10 and will begin her term Nov. 1.
• Approved the social statement "Faith, Sexism and Justice: A Call to Action" and its
implementing resolutions. The social statement, in part, names patriarchy and sexism as sins
and calls the church to action on a range of issues, including gender-based violence,
workplace discrimination and economic inequality.
• Adopted "A Declaration of Inter-Religious Commitment," which will serve as church policy for
inter-religious relations. The policy statement was adopted with the witness of 39 ecumenical
and inter-religious guests in attendance.
• Approved the triennium budget for 2020-2022, which includes a current fund spending
authorization of $68,378,325 for 2020, a current fund income proposal of $68,442,034 for
2021 and $68,507,018 for 2022; and an ELCA World Hunger spending authorization of $21.5
million 2020, and an income proposal of $21.5 million for 2021 and for 2022.
• Adopted the "Strategy Toward Authentic Diversity in the ELCA," which consists of a report and
recommendations on how the ELCA exhibits authentic diversity and formulates goals for
racial diversity and inclusion.
• Witnessed the presentation of the "Declaration of the ELCA to People of African Descent,"
which was accepted by the Rev. Lamont A. Wells, president of the African Descent Lutheran
Association (ADLA), and members of ADLA.
• Adopted 26 memorials en bloc, ranging in topics from gun violence to engagement in the Holy
Land and gender identity to seminary tuition.
• Adopted a memorial that affirms the ELCA's long-standing commitment to migrants and
refugees and declares the ELCA a sanctuary church body.
• Adopted a memorial that calls for the development of a social statement and social message on
the relationship of church and state.

• Adopted a memorial to encourage all synods and congregations to commemorate the 50th

anniversary of the ELCA's ordination of women in 2020, the 40th anniversary of the
ordination of women of color in the Lutheran tradition and the 10th anniversary of the ELCA's
decision to remove barriers to ordination for people in same-gender relationships.
• Adopted a memorial to support the vision and goals of the Poor People's Campaign that align
with the ELCA's social teachings.
• Adopted a series of amendments to the "Constitutions, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America," including one that makes ordination the
entrance rite for ministers of Word and Service, and an amendment to no longer count
deacons as laypeople for representational principles.
• Adopted a resolution that committed the ELCA to support the World Council of Church's
"Thursdays in Black" campaign toward a world without rape and violence.
• Adopted a resolution to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance in the ELCA for the
martyrdom of the Emanuel 9—the nine people who were shot and killed June 17, 2015,
during a Bible study at Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C.
• Adopted a resolution to condemn white supremacy, calling all ELCA congregations to engage in
a "study of the structures and rhetoric that empower and fuel racism and white supremacy
and to take to heart the teaching of Scriptures, so we may all be better equipped to speak
boldly about the equal dignity of all persons in the eyes of God."
• Celebrated the end of Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA, which concluded
June 30 with nearly $250 million raised in cash, multiyear commitments and planned gift
commitments. At the 2013 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, voting members approved the $198
million campaign to help sustain and grow ministries of the church.
• Elected members to serve on the ELCA Church Council, churchwide committees and
churchwide boards, including Portico Benefit Services, the Mission Investment Fund and
1517 Media.

For additional information, please visit our Synod website at
https://nwos-elca.church/

2nd – Carrie Grogan
3rd – Minor Spitler
5th – Alyssa Graboski
9th – Betty Brown
10th – Roman Russell
12th – Frank Ulrich & Terry Boucher
13th – Kaylyn Shock & Bryson
Stoneburner

15th – Marla Ritter
16th – Karen Gillen
17th – Fred Gillen
20th – Linda Welker, Carter Brunson &
Marsh Fitzgerald
25th – Jessica Layne
28th – Dawn Kidwell
30th – Marty Denney & Carter Layne

Karl & Laura Wines – 2nd
Ray & Carrie Grogan – 5th
Loren & Lois Dillon – 18th
If you or someone you know were inadvertently left off the special days list, please notify the office!

FLOWERS

READERS

ACOLYTES

1st- Dick Newell
8th – Pr. Kathy & Jim
15th – Jon Zimmerman
22nd – Dick Gibson
29th -

1st – Dorothy Blackburn
8th – Dan Altvater
15th- YOUTH
22nd29th -

1st – none
8th – Nicholas/Kloe
15th- Ross/Reese
22nd- Nate/Jake N
29th –Kidwell’s

Ushers: Needed for the rest of the year ☺
Council Person: Linda Welker
Hospital Guild Booth at the
Wyandot County Fair!

Each year our members help out in
various ways to assist with the Hospital
Guild Fair Booth.

Here are ways you can help: Monday
September 9th is cleaning and
preparation, from 9 til 12 you can
help to get the booth ready or bring
your donations of crafts. On
September 14th First helps at
manning the booth and all food
donations need to be labeled with
maker name and ingredients, ready
to sell! As always with this project, if
you need further details, please
contact Donna Kimmel.

Communion Preparation

1st – intinction
8th – Kristin Ealy
15th22nd29th -

News from Ladies Night Out!

On Monday, August 19, Dorothy Blackburn opened Ladies’ Night Out at The Corner
Inn with devotions based on John 14:27 -- “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do
not be afraid.” Sixteen attendees sang “It Is Well With My Soul” before enjoying a
buffet of lasagna, meatloaf, creamy potatoes, green beans, cole slaw, apple crisp and
pumpkin pie prepared by Brad Kennedy.
After eating, Brenda Ziegler introduced Pat and Jan Below from Compassionate
Friends. Belows shared how Compassionate Friends, a self-help group for family
members who have lost children, has helped them cope with the loss of their 27 yearold son Curtis, who died in a motorcycle accident in 2005. An international
organization, Compassionate Friends has 700 chapters in the United States alone. Jim
and Carol Minehart started the Wyandot County chapter after the death of their
daughter Christina. The support group meets every third Thursday from 7:30-9:00 at
John Stewart Methodist Church.

LADIES NIGHT OUT
September 16th at 6 p.m.
Corner Inn

$10 per person

Looking Ahead to our Fall Activities!
September 22
Annual Pork Chop BBQ
Serving begins at 11:30 a.m. $8 drive thru only 2 Chops,
Scalloped Potatoes, Cole Slaw and Roll. Pie slices sold extra at $2 each. Proceeds to go
towards the Outreach Mission Projects
October 6
Rev. Jarrod Schaaf, St Paul North Robinson and former pastor with LIFE inc. here at First.
Served our congregation from 2009He will be leading our worship as we kick off our
celebration!
Following worship ALL are invited to join in with us at Wyandot Lanes for bowling and pizza.
This will last til about 1:30 p.m. Free event to those attending!
October 13
Rev. Julianne Smith, Director of Evangelical Mission for NEOS will lead us through our
service!
Church Family Potluck will be held following service. All are asked to bring a hot or cold dish,
a dessert or snack to share! Drinks and table service as well as a few meat options will be
provided. After eating and cleanup we invite those that desire to stick around, share in
fellowship. We encourage you to bring game or cards and strike up a match with one another
and share in an afternoon of fun.
October 20
Bishop Daniel C. Beaudoin, NWOS of the ELCA will be presiding alongside Pr. Kathy. This is
also our Children’s Sunday as well as Membership Recognition Day! We will hear from our
children while they play bells and help lead service! We will also recognize all those that have
served their church for 50+ years.
There will be a catered meal following worship again, ALL are invited! Please RSVP to the
church at 419.310.0107 or by e-mailing firstevangelical@gmail.com.
October 26
Annual Trunk or Treat from 3:30-4:30. Community event that is a tradition here at First. We
invite trunks to come to treat the kids, food and snacks available and games and fun all happen
before the yearly Upper Sandusky trick or treat night (5p.m.-7p.m.)
October 27
Reformation Sunday and Rev. Kathleen Shuck will be leading worship as we travel through
time and begin with the earliest of hymnals we have and ending with our current version. We
will celebrate Luther and share in faith!
At 1 p.m. we invite all back to the church for a Scavenger Hunt through Upper Sandusky
highlighting the other churches in town! Those interested in the fun ride will stop at the church
at 1 p.m. to get their instructions! Following this activity there will be an ice cream sundae
party for all (doing the hunt or not, ALL are invited!) Come share in fellowship with your
church family!

HOW TO CONTACT & STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH
Church Phone: 419.294.3544
Pastor Kathy: 419.366.8755
Kristin: 419.310.0107

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org

https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky

September 8

September 15

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Exodus 32:7-14

Psalm 1

Psalm 51:1-10

Philemon 1-21

1 Timothy 1:12-17

Luke 14:25-33

Luke 15:1-10

September 23
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

September 30
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31
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601 North Sandusky Avenue
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