September 2018
Rev. Kathleen Shuck
601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544
Sunday Worship Time: 10 a.m.
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Catechism
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11 a.m.

*AA 7p.m.
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Fair Opening
Worship 7 p.m.

*AA 7p.m.

TWL – 5 p.m.
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Ladies
Night Out
6 p.m.

TWL – 5pm

*AA 7p.m.

Worship &
Music Mtg
7 p.m.
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5
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TWL – 5 p.m.

*NA-7
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22

WyCares
Elementary
11:30-2

God’s Work
Our Hands
Museum
9-noon

28

29

WyCares
Elementary
11:30-2

*NA-7

19

Teacher
Support
6-8 p.m.

24

25

*AA 7p.m.

TWL – 5pm

Council
7 p.m.
*NA-7

26

Teacher
Support
6-8 p.m.

NA- Narcotics Anonymous
AA – Alcoholics Anonymous
WyCares High School meets each school day morning
from 7:30-8:45 in the Cross Hall meeting room!
*non First activity

20

27
Chocolate
Walk
5:30-7:30
*NA – 7

WyCares
Elementary
11:30-2

During this month, the Second Reading each Sunday comes from the book of James. “Its
opening verses (1:2-27) introduce themes which are then revisited in the rest of the letter: joy,
wisdom, creation, word, first fruits, faith, blessing, growth, endurance. These themes give
powerful encouragement ofr responsible Christian action amid the complex realities of daily
life…. Christians are called to be not only ‘hearers’ but ‘doers’(1:22), whose faith shows
forth in specific acts of love that sustain the neighbor and community.” (Lutheran Study
Bible, p. 1992, introduction to James)
Several years ago the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America encouraged congregations to
engage in acts of service all on a specific Sunday in September, as a way to be church
together, sharing God’s love in our local communities. The tradition of this day of service
continues. God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday “is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love
our neighbor.
Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions as
Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in every
corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace.”
(http://www.elca.org/dayofservice). (See elsewhere in the newsletter for information on our
God’s Work. Our Hands. project, Saturday, September 22).
It is good and important to live lives that reflect our faith. There are many ways of service,
with community organizations, in our jobs, for various charities and non-profits, sharing our
time, talents and treasure.
There are opportunities for service within the congregation as well. There are sign up sheets
in Cross Hall for ushers, readers, communion set-up; also for the Tuesday meal. Please
consider sharing your gifts in one of these areas. In the past there has been an Assisting
Minister here at First. I would like to begin that practice again. If you are interested, please
contact me.
May we continue to find ways to live out our faith in ways that share God’s love with our
neighbor and community.
Peace,
Pastor Kathy
A Bible Study on the book of Nehemiah will begin in October. If you have a preference as to
day and time, please call the office or send me an e-mail, intpk@aol.com. Thank you.

August 16, 2018 Minutes
Members Present: Rita Bennett, Lisa Rife, Amanda Rowlinson, Al Stoneburner, Linda Welker
Members Excused: Duane Shock, Chad Stoneburner, Jean Gottfried, Joyce Kuenzli
Also present: Rev. Kathleen Shuck and Kristin Ealy, secretary

Opening
Pastor’s Report- Several visits, meetings and held summer worship on Thursdays. Interacted and
participated at VBS. Will be setting up a bible study for the fall and also getting things ready for catechism
to begin again!
Kristin’s Report- Thanking all for participation at the Summer Outdoor Park service. On behalf of church
thanks were sent to A&A Grocery and Wyandot Popcorn for their donations.

Old Business:
Outdoor Worship July 29th
REACH: money allotted in Christian Ed fund to cover the possibility of sponsoring shirts or
decision to have possible money come from another fund. Of council choosing. Decision should
be shared by September 30th for budget consideration. Members discussed possibility of
increasing the line item in the Christian Ed fund. It has been tabled until Christian Ed has
meeting to discuss.
- Budget additions or corrections will need to be thought of on each committee’s part. If you desire
a change to your budget items, please have this in writing ready for the Financial Gurus by
September 30, 2018.
New Business:
-

-

-

-

God’s Work Our Hands plans need to be made…annual date falls on September 9th, but can be
completed whenever. Rita will get with Tom Martin as this is an Outreach project and Tom has
the experience with this event.
Pr. Kathy vacation: upon being hired Pr. Kathy was given one week of vacation per quarter.
Since she has completed her first year with us she asked if that could be amended to just four
weeks per year. Especially with the Thursday evening worship, she was unable to get in her week
this particular quarter. Rita Bennett moved that we Pr. Kathy be given four weeks of vacation per
year with flexibility. Al Stoneburner second, all in favor. MC
CARE Fund: brought forth by Rita Bennett to council for approval of a CARE fund to help out
our church family when there are instances that a fellow church member may need a bit of help
financially. In the past we have had BBQ’s and the like. We would be blessed if a fund would be
created to assist those that need. A letter to the congregation would be drafted, upon Council’s
decision. Council did approve the creation of the CARE fund at First Evangelical Lutheran
Church. There is currently a need to help a member and so the council looked at ways to help
fund an immediate need prior to asking congregation. Lisa Rife moved that remaining money in
the Olpp Family Trust as well as interest in an endowment fund be used to meet the immediate
need that has arisen and we can immediately help a member. Rita Bennett second, all in favor.
MC

-

CARE fund letters for support from congregation will be sent out.
Chocolate Walk: fundraiser for Open Door. First participated last year and will again this
September 27th from 5:30-7:30 with our location being at Open Door. Amanda Rowlinson and
Kristin Ealy will be completing this task.

Council Reports
Christian Education:
Prayground is nearly complete.
Facilities: held meeting on August 14. Chairs and tables that were marked to be removed from church
are ready to be given up to members only at this time. Announcements to be made.
North windows and West (cross hall) windows need worked on. Estimate coming in at over $5,000 for
both projects. Discussion on need to do both at same time and what should be done first. Amanda
Rowlinson motioned to complete work on the west windows first and holding off on the north windows
for now. Al Stoneburner second, all in favor. MC
Air Quality report came back that Al & Jan Stoneburner performed. Found that formaldehyde is in the air
but not at dangerous levels. To alleviate and try to rid church of any harmful odors we will be airing out
church and the use of baking soda on carpets repetitively until an improvement is made.
Worship & Music: meeting date set for August 28 at 7 p.m.
Finance: see Financial Worksheets
Outreach: Above CARE fund information

2nd – Carrie Grogan
3rd – Minor Spitler
5th – Alyssa Graboski
9th – Betty Brown
10th – Roman Russell
12th – Frank Ulrich & Terry Boucher
13th – Kaylyn Shock & Bryson
Stoneburner

15th – Marla Ritter
16th – Karen Gillen
17th – Fred Gillen
20th – Linda Welker & Carter Brunson
25th – Jessica Layne
28th – Dawn Kidwell
30th – Marty Denney & Carter Layne

Frank & Joyce Kuenzli -1st
Karl & Laura Wines – 2nd
Ray & Carrie Grogan – 5th
Loren & Lois Dillon – 18th
If you or someone you know were inadvertently left off the special days list, please notify the office!

FLOWERS

READERS

2- Dick Newell
9- Jon Zimmerman
16- Kristin Ealy
23-Dick Gibson
30-Helen Wright

2916- YOUTH
23- Dorothy Blackburn
30-Mary Wright

ACOLYTES
2- Jake
9- Nicholas & Reese
16- Kaylyn & Dalton
23- Nate & Ross
30- MacKenzie & Eli

Ushers: Martin’s and McMillan Family
Council Person: Linda Welker

Tuesday Community Meal
September 4 – Bennett/Walton
September 11 – Desserts
September 18 – Denney/Welker/Wright
September 25 - Desserts
Hospital Guild Booth at the Wyandot County Fair!
Each year our members help out in various ways to assist with the Hospital Guild Fair Booth.

Here are ways you can help: Monday September 10th is cleaning and preparation,
from 9 til 12 you can help to get the booth ready or bring your donations of crafts.
On September 15th First helps at manning the booth and all food donations need to
be labeled with maker name and ingredients, ready to sell! As always with this
project, if you need further details, please contact Donna Kimmel.

HOW TO CONTACT & STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR
CHURCH
Church Phone: 419.294.3544
Pastor Kathy: 419.366.8755
Kristin: 419.310.0107

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org
https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky

September 9

September 16

Isaiah 35:4-7a

Isaiah 50:4-9a

Like streams in the desert, God comes with healing

The servant is vindicated by God

Psalm 146

Psalm 116:1-9

I will praise the LORD as long as I live.

(Ps. 146:2)

I will walk in the presence of the LORD.

James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17

James 3:1-12

Faith without works is dead

Dangers of the unbridled tongue

Mark 7:24-37

Mark 8:27-38

Christ healing a little girl and a deaf man

Peter’s confession of faith

(Ps. 116:9)

September 23

September 30

Jeremiah 11:18-20

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

The prophet led like a lamb to slaughter

The LORD’s spirit comes upon seventy elders

Psalm 54

Psalm 19:7-14

God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my
life. (Ps. 54:4)

The commandment of the LORD gives light to
the eyes. (Ps. 19:8)

James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a

James 5:13-20

The wisdom from above

Prayer and anointing in the community

Mark 9:30-37

Mark 9:38-50

Prediction of the passion

Warnings to those who obstruct faith
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