September 2017
Rev. Kathleen Shuck
601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544
Sunday Worship Time: 10 a.m.
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Greetings from Pr. Kathy
Each Sunday in worship we share a “sign of peace” with one another. This part of our
liturgy comes between the “Prayers of Intercession” and the “Offering”. In Using
Evangelical Lutheran Worship: The Sunday Assembly, it is stated:
The exchange of peace is a ministry, an announcement of grace we make to each
other, a summary of the gift given to us in the liturgy of the Word. This ministry we
do to each other is far greater than a sociable handshake or a ritual of friendship
or a moment of informality. Because of the presence of Jesus Christ, we give to
each other what we are saying: Christ’s own peace. Then, having been gathered
by the Spirit around the Risen One present in the word, we turn to celebrate his
meal ( p. 173).
“Worship Formation & Liturgical Resources: Frequently Asked Questions” of the ELCA
(www.elca.org/worshipfaq) writes of the “Exchange of Peace”:
Sharing God’s peace is not simply offering a friendly hello to those sitting around you.
Sharing God’s peace is not a time for catching up on news with your neighbor or for
reminding someone about an upcoming meeting. Sharing God’s peace does not
require each worshiper to offer a sign of God’s peace to every other worshiper
present. The “exchange of peace” (also commonly called “sharing the peace” or
“passing the peace”) is an act of reconciliation that serves as a transition point
between the Word and Meal portions of the liturgy.
At times, in worship settings, the “exchange of peace” has also been used following the
Confession. As we hear the words of absolution, we are reconciled with God and share
the peace as a sign of reconciliation with one another. This act of reconciliation may be a
handshake, an embrace, or to “grasp both of the other person’s lower arms, speaking the
words with the other” (The Sunday Assembly, p. 174).
For the month of September, we will be sharing the peace following the order for
“Confession and Forgiveness” at the beginning of the service. We will move from the
“peace” into the opening hymn.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
Pastor Kathy

COUNCIL NEWS
First Evangelical Lutheran
Council Meeting August 8, 2017 7 p.m.
Members Present: Lynn Burks, Joyce Kuenzli, Lisa Rife, Amanda Rowlinson, Chad
Stoneburner, Linda Welker, Mary Wright, Brenda Zeigler
Excused: Robby Lee
Also present: Rev. Kathleen Shuck and Kristin Ealy
Pastor Kathy opened meeting with small devotion and prayer.
Pastor’s Report: More settling in. Home visits happening. Was a Story Reader at VBS.
Submitting moving expenses, which is approximately 575 miles of back
and
th
forth and some meals. Wanted to add date for the Fair Service is September 10 , which
she will be doing the closing prayer. Presentation on Companion Synod at Waldo was
brought up (Kristin will email congregation) that is being held on August 20th.
Also, August 20th is blessing of students teachers and staff at worship.
New Business:
St Paul is celebrating their 150th Anniversary. It was brought to council’s attention that
we should send a floral arrangement to them. All in favor.
Wedding Guidelines and Church Guidelines: Pastor and Brenda have looked over them
and have offered some ideas on updating these forms. All members were given copies
to look over and offer their suggestions and return to Pastor by August 20th so that these
two documents can be fully updated.
Old Business:
Outreach Committee has met with Pr. Kathy for introduction into their functions.
Outreach Committee reports that $3000 was distributed on behalf of the church to the
following organizations after the Pork Chop BBQ held in May. Open Door Resource
Center ($1250) Christian Food Pantry ($250) Hannah’s House ($500) Boy Scouts for
Philmont ($500) WXML Radio ($250) LOMO ($250)

Office Furniture: Kristin will be having a “workstation” made in her office. Friends Office
Source will be coming to measure and help create a new office style for the Pastor’s
study. When old desks are both ready for removal , they will be offered up to members or
they will be disposed of.
Youth Gathering June 27-July 1 2018: Pastor may be a volunteer for this event.
Boy Scouts that travelled to Philmont put on a great presentation for us as a thank you for
their donation. It was a great update on their trip and welcomed by the congregation.
Brenda notified Janine and Nate McMillan on the status of Nate’s religion badge and that
if he is interested in revisiting that plan he will have to present it again to council.
T-shirts to fundraise for Christmas Family Fund: Plans secure and a “catalog” of sorts will
be available soon to the congregation. Council will have a look at it first to offer any
suggestions. Kristin would like to get this going sooner rather than later. Options of
shirts, sweatshirts, polos, hats and bags will be available.
God’s Work our Hands: tentatively for September 9th from 9-12 p.m. More solid
information to come.
Party in the Park – was cancelled due to weather
500th Anniversary of the reformation service will be held at St Michael Catholic Church on
Bright Road in Findlay on September 10th at 3 p.m. All are welcome.
Council Terms were discussed and finalized on what needs are needed for the coming
election. We will have 4 open seats for 1st term (3 years) opportunities and 2 open seats
for 2 years terms.
Carpet: estimates are being secure and as soon as we have a good one to go on the
congregation will have a meeting to vote on it. Hopefully by September we will have a
final decision and plans can be made to go ahead with this project.
Financial: no reports as Kurt was on vacation. All seems to be still very well on this front
and continued support is appreciated.

Old Business: Lynn brought up the moving of the library. Items in present location need
to be looked through and then space need will be determined and located.
August Council person is Lisa Rife
September Council person is Mary Wright.
It was determined that what needs to be completed would be completed before a
September meeting. All were in favor with skipping a meeting date in September and
pressing on through until October.
Coming up in October will be the Halloween Parade and our annual Trunk or Treat held
here. Short discussion regarding our participation and early planning was completed.
It was brought to the attention of council about an Open Door activity being held in late
September called the Chocolate Run. Some ideas etc, were shared and Amanda
Rowlinson will contact people to see if we could participate with Kristin Ealy looking for a
place for us to setup if we do it. More information to come.
While in discussion about upcoming activities, Lisa Rife mentioned she was looking into
having a page in the newsletter to focus on a family each month and this way not only Pr.
Kathy but the entire congregation could get to know each other more! It was decided that
was a great idea and Lisa will be handling it.
With nothing else, Council and others present prayed the Lord’s Prayer and then were
dismissed.
~Kristin Ealy, secretary

September Special Days

2nd – Carrie Grogan
3rd – Minor Spitler
5th – Alyssa Graboski
10th – Roman Russell
12th – Frank Ulrich & Terry Boucher
13th – Kaylyn Shock & Bryson Stoneburner
15h – Marla Ritter
16th – Karen Gillen
17th – Fred Gillen
20th – Linda Welker & Carter Brunson
25th – Jessica Layne
28th – Dawn Kidwell
30th – Marty Denney & Carter Layne

Frank & Joyce Kuenzli -1st
Karl & Laura Wines – 2nd
Ray & Carrie Grogan – 5th
Loren & Lois Dillon – 18th
If you or someone you know were inadvertently left off the special days list, please notify the office!

Hospital Guild Booth at the Wyandot County Fair!
Each year our members help out in various ways to assist with the
Hospital Guild Fair Booth.
Here are ways you can help: Monday September 11th is cleaning and
preparation, from 9 til 12 you can help to get the booth ready or bring
your donations of crafts. On September 16th First helps at manning the
booth and all food donations need to be labeled with maker name and
ingredients, ready to sell! As always with this project, if you need
further details, please contact Donna Kimmel.

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate who we are
as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in Christ to
serve and love our neighbor.(from the elca.org) Each September for the past few
years Tom Martin has helped us to find a project in the Upper Sandusky area to
clean up, repair or paint. This is an ELCAwide day of service and we are so
proud to be able to help our community, while helping God!
This year, on September 9th we will return to the Museum on Johnson and
Seventh to help clean up, do yardwork, assist with jobs that they need
completed. This is only about 3 hours of your time and is an excellent way to
give back! There will be jobs for all abilities and ages! All are welcome! For
more information please contact Robby Lee!

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
Flowers
3rd

– Dick Newell

10th - ________________
17th – Jon Zimmerman
24th – Burks’
Readers
Acolytes

3rd – ____________

3rd – MacKenzie

10th – ___________________

10th – Ross & Kaylyn

17th – YOUTH

17th - Nicholas

24th - ___________________

24th - Nate
Ushers: ___________________________
Council Person of the Month: Amanda Rowlinson

Ways to CONNECT
E-mail: firstevangelical@gmail.com
Phone: 419.294.3544
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky

Nine Flags Pizza
Order a REGULAR priced Pizza from Nine Flags
(phone 419.209.9999)
and tell them you are calling for First Evangelical Lutheran. When 100 PIZZAS
are ordered and First is mentioned…then Nine Flags will donate $1000 back
to the church!
Easy, right? Ask Lynn Burks if you would like more information!

Tuesdays With LIFE
September 5 – Kimmel
September 12 – Dessserts
September 19 – Denney/Welker/Wright
September 26 - Desserts

Here at First Lutheran Evangelical- family is so important to us. We are all family
here at First and we would like to turn the spotlight on one of our families each
month. It's a way for us all to draw closer to one another.
We will begin with our council members first. This month we are featuring
council president, Brenda Zeigler and her parents.
The Zeigler family.
Tom and Juanita Ziegler have been a mainstay of our church for years. Tom has
been attending since he was a young boy and Juanita joined after they married.
They just recently celebrated 66 years of marriage. Tom and Juanita are lifelong
residents of Wyandot County although they did travel while Tom was in the Navy.
They have three children, Thomas Jr, Linda, and Brenda. Tom is very active in our
church with a lot of behind the scene activities that help to keep First on track.
Did you know that Tom installed the current sound system? He even helped with
the first sound system that was installed. Tom helps take attendance for Sunday
School as well as collecting the collection from Sunday School. Tom helped with
the removal of the original pipes for the organ as well. He has been involved with
the funeral dinner committee and numerous other ways at First. If you have
questions about the church building he is a wonderful wealth of information.
Their daughter Brenda is our current church council president. Brenda has been
president numerous times and continues
to help serve our church family in any
way needed. This is her 40th year teaching
Sunday School. She also arranges for
"Ladies Night Out" as well and
encourages all to attend for fun,
fellowship, and a delicious meal.
The Zeigler's love the church family and
are so pleased at the way the church has
pulled together. There have been difficult
times but all have worked together to help
give First new life.
Tom and Juanita like to come early to church each Sunday to visit so stop by and
chat with them!

BEGINS September 21st and runs on Thursdays from
6-7 p.m. in Cross Hall meeting room!
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