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Worship Sunday 10 a.m.  
Rev. Dr. Mark Rich 

601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544 
firstevangelical@gmail.com 

     
First Evangelical wishes to acknowledge and give our gratitude to the Wyandotte 

Nation, who once called the land our church sits on their home. 
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Last January I led a series of sermons on the Lord’s Prayer. So naturally, I’m still reading books about it.  

I’ve especially been enjoying Justo Gonzalez’s Teach Us to Pray: The Lord’s Prayer in the Early Church and 
Today. In writing about the very first word of the prayer – Our – Gonzalez quotes from a very wise early 
church leader, Cyprian the bishop of Carthage: 

“Before all things, the Teacher of peace and the Master of unity would not have prayer to be made 
separately and individually, as by one who prays to pray for himself alone. For we say not “My Father, which 
art in heaven,” nor “Give me this day my daily bread”; nor does each one ask that only his own debt should 
be forgiven him; nor does he request for himself alone that he may not be led into temptation, and delivered 
from evil. Our prayer is public and common; and when we pray, we pray not for one, but for the whole 
people, because we the whole people are one. The God of peace and the Teacher of concord, who taught 
unity, willed that one should thus pray for all, even as He Himself bore us all in one.” 

This is exactly why our worship to God is so very important. We individual Christians must join together as 
God’s priestly people to pray together. The world needs us to do this, because the world doesn’t know how 
to get to peace and unity and concord. It is so consumed by fear, greed, and hate that it struggles to get to 
faith, hope, and love. WE need to do this, so that we also do not become consumed by fear, greed, and 
hate, and instead we can help the world live out the faith, hope, and love of Jesus’ gospel. 

The culture we live in has many more things for us to do on Sunday mornings, such that the worship of God 
becomes just one more option on a list of options. The culture leads us to turn worship and prayer into MY 
worship and MY prayer. 

So, I have two recommendations for this problem: pray and pray! First, join us in Sunday morning worship 
every time you can. I know some of us are made to work on Sundays, and I get it – people need to make a 
living. But most of us don’t have to work on Sunday mornings. So, we should join Christ’s church in prayer. 

Second, my wife and I have come across a very handy prayer app called  

It comes from the Church of England, so it follows the same lectionary as us and uses the 
same format for morning, evening, and night (or Compline) prayer as we do in our worship 
book, the ELW. We’ve just decided to use this each morning before we get out of bed, so 
we’ll see how that goes! 

See you in Sunday School and in church, because Church Matters!  Pastor Mark 

 



 
 

 
Council did not meet in October.  Their next meeting will be November 18th @ 6p.m. 
 
Council is seeking individuals to place their names on the ballot for the 2026 Church 
Council.  We will have 4 seats up for election.  Please prayerfully consider adding 
your name to the ballot.   
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 



 
Community That Marked the Acts 2 Church 
The first generation of believers embraced the idea of “church” in a way that 

impacted every aspect of their lives and empowered the gospel to spread far and 
wide. 

This six-session Bible study invites us to challenge our distinctions between 
“Sunday Church” and the rest of our lives, to go all in with our faith and 
commitment to church community, and to live the truly dynamic, impactful life 
God has always intended for Christians to 
live. 

As we study the foundations and rhythms of 
the early church, we can more intentionally 
emulate their way of life to make a greater 
impact in our world today while also 
experiencing the fullness of God in our own 
lives. 

Discover how being deeply connected in the 
community of believers can transform our 
lives, our cities, and the world.  

 
Join us in the Cross Hall Meeting 
Room as Lisa Rife, chair of the Call 
Committee, leads us in this journey, 
with heartfelt discussion and exploration. 

November 16- December 21   -   8:30-9:30 a.m. 
 
Check out https://www.lifeway.com/en/product-family/together-bible-
study  to learn more.  Contact Lisa (rife_lisa@yahoo.com) or reply to 
this e-mail if you are interested in participating. 

https://www.lifeway.com/en/product-family/together-bible-study
https://www.lifeway.com/en/product-family/together-bible-study
mailto:rife_lisa@yahoo.com


 



 
 

 
For November, we will be focusing on the Hub (Wyandot Community 
Connections) This after school program that now has 2 locations for 
grades k-9 is a vital part of our community.  With faith-based care and 

snacks, games, crafts and tutoring it is a wonderful option for after school 
care! 

 

 



 
 



SCRIPTURE READERS      
 

ACOLYTES  

COMMUNION PREP 
 

FLOWERS            
 



    

 

 

 
HOW TO CONTACT & STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH  

 

 

Pastor Mark: 614.381.4520          Kristin: 419.310.0107 
 

 
http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org 

https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky 
e-mail: firstevangelical@gmail.com 

601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky OH 43351 
 

 

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky
mailto:firstevangelical@gmail.com


2025 TRUNK OR TREAT 

 
 

Thank you  
To all that participated and donated to the Trunk or Treat Party!  

And to Vancrest for letting us share our love! 
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