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O come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker!
For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand. (Psalm 95:1,6,7)

“I am the church, you are the church, we are the Church together…” This
is part of a Bible School song that still rings true. It has been nearly a
year since how we are “church together” changed dramatically. We have
had to make many adjustments. We have altered how we do so many
things, including worship. But, we remain church together. Worship has
continued (though remotely) with many involved in leadership.
As we move forward together, we will continue to find ways to be church
together. We may be able to do some things as we have in the past. We
will keep some of the things we have learned in this year. We will continue
to find new ways of being church together.
For we are called to gather for worship and we are sent out to share God’s
love with others. In this season we are more acutely aware of God’s love
made known in Jesus’ life and death. We prepare to celebrate God’s love
made known in Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.
As we continue to be church together, may we work together to shape our
worship, our witness and our family of faith to reflect God’s love for us all.
With you, I look forward to the time when we again gather in person to
give God thanks and praise.
Peace, Pastor Kathy

First Evangelical Lutheran Council
February 23, 2021 7 p.m.
Those in attendance: Rita Bennett, Kristin Ealy, Earl Kidwell, Duane Shock, Laura Wines,
Mary Wright and Brenda Zeigler along with Pastor Kathy Shuck
Opening prayer and devotional by Pr. Kathy Shuck
Old Business:

1. Cross Hall Restroom repairs bid accepted by council with motion by Rita Bennett to proceed
with repair of the restrooms and claiming with insurance company. Laura Wines second.
2. 4H Camp Counseling Dates received and added to calendar. A key will be given to Laura
Wines while they use the building.
3. Lower Level door lock- approval to proceed with contractor, Earl offered to look at what he
could do. Earl believes he will be able to install a door lock on the west door of lower level.

New Business:
1. Synod Assembly will be in September, plans are being made and decision about whether it
will be in person or remote.

Covid19 and return to in person worship.
Council decided to make no changes to the current remote worship schedule. All
Wednesday night Lenten services will be online and council will make any other decisions at next
month’s meeting, March 18th.
HOW TO CONTACT & STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH
Church Phone: 419.294.3544
Pastor Kathy: 419.366.8755
Kristin: 419.310.0107

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky

COVID19 Information Page

Currently the First Evangelical Lutheran Church has the following policy: to
continue on remote worship until such a time that the Council (along with
guidance from Synod and local Health Department information) deems it safer to
worship together indoors. Council will discuss plans to gather again at their
March 18, 2021 meeting with hopes that we will be together soon! Please pray
for our active cases to decrease, for our hospitals and for frontline workers.
With the vaccine distribution we are hopeful to return sooner rather than later!
If you are desiring Holy Communion, please know that we have home communion
kits available as well as several volunteers and Pastor Kathy that can come and
commune with you. Please contact the office 419.294.3544 if you are
interested!
Although we are not working on the color system at this time for our decisions you can find
our local information on the state website:
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system
We hope that our cases will continue to decrease and hold steady to return to the orange
color, as that will help with decision making here at the church.

Wyandot County Health Department get vaccinated link:
https://wyandotgetvaccinated.com
Do you or a close friend or family member require any help financially, remember we do
have the CARE fund here at the church that was created for that very reason. It is
strictly confidential between Pastor, Council President and head of Outreach Committee
as they are the “board” for this fund. If you are in need, please do not hesitate to
contact Pastor Kathy for help.

March Birthdays
1st- Dorothy Hall, Dean Clausing &
Ruth Reier
rd
3 – Lynn Burks
4th – Nicky Bowen
5th – Donna Kimmel & Melanie Shock
12th – Logan Nye
13th – Terry Walter
th
16 – Leah Newell & Kaleb Swinehart
17th – Debbie Harbour & Lynn Mack
18th – Nora Weir

19th – Tom Zeigler, Lorraine Brown &
Ross Swinehart
21st – Juanita Zeigler & Ryan Rife
22nd – Jodi Kimmel
30th – Mike Gillen & Owen Gottfried

March Anniversaries
23rd- Jill & Scott Stansbery
29th – Matt and Jessica Weir
30th – Matt and Taylor (Graboksi)
Kalucki
st
31 - Fred & Connie Gillen

WORSHIP MATERIALS for MARCH
March 14
Prayer of the Day
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and rescued
us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of
the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry (specific mission
partners may be named), our ELCA global partner churches, and Young Adults in
Global Mission. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness
areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry
creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of
crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and
drought (especially). Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause violence.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are
hungry or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give
healing to those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace,
that we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially
children, and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter (especially). Give us patience
and courage when the way seems long. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

March 14, 2021
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Look and Live
The cure for the ancient Israelites, following Moses, is to look directly at what is killing
them, rather than avoid or hide from it. Healing occurs in the confrontation.
In today’s gospel, Jesus likens his crucifixion to Moses lifting up the serpent in the
wilderness so the Israelites might be saved from the venom of desert snakes. In doing
so, Jesus communicates that he came so we might look at what is killing us. He came
to shine a light on that which poisons our lives so we might live.
In today’s gospel, we catch Jesus in the middle of a conversation with a Pharisee
named Nicodemus, who is slinking around in the night to get a word in with Jesus,
presumably so he is not seen. In this conversation Jesus gives a judgment that shines
a light on Nicodemus: you, Nicodemus, seem to prefer the darkness because there is
something you are doing that you want to hide, thus making it easier for you to live in
the dark. This sounds an awful lot like the experience of shame. Jesus is naming the
way shame has dictated Nicodemus’s life, relegating him to shadows where he will not
be seen for what he really is. Notice the lack of condemnation. Jesus is simply a light,
showing Nicodemus to himself.
Jesus is also a light to us, showing us to ourselves. Looking at Jesus lifted up on the
cross, we see the poison that is killing us: power used to protect the status quo; our
instinct to blame one in order to save the rest. We see the fruit of our defenses against
what the light reveals: the death of an innocent man at the hands of those in power.
Christ has come so that we will see what is poisoning us and that, in seeing, we might
turn and live.
From sundaysandseasons.com.

March 21
Prayer of the Day

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a
community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive;
through them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and
reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your
presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that
prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires
(especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to
shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them
creativity to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your
presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or
body, those who are dying, and all who grieve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in
discipleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning
ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

March 21, 2021
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
Life Not Thwarted by Death
On Ash Wednesday we put ashes on our heads, allowing our truth to be exposed: we
are mortal; we are dust. We spoke a confession, and more and more truth bubbled up,
truth that so often is suppressed: we are broken; we have fallen short; we are
implicated in the muck of systemic sin. On Ash Wednesday we agreed: we are done
putting on airs.
Jesus has never been one for putting on airs, and so today we find him living the
consequence of a truthful, authentic life. He has raised Lazarus from the dead, he has
attracted a following, and the religious authorities are afraid for themselves and their
people living under Roman occupation that Jesus is about to bring Rome down upon
their heads. They are actively seeking to silence Jesus for the sake of the nation.
We meet Jesus today facing down the choice either to bury his truth in order to stay
safe or to let the truth of his life be known and therefore risk being buried. Jesus
chooses to let his truth and his light shine, knowing he will be buried for it. Despite the
way it troubles his soul, he is clear that this is what he has come to do. Like the wheat
seed that dies to create life in a new stalk of grain, Jesus’ life will not be thwarted by
the threat of death.
When you were baptized, you were baptized into Christ’s life; the seed of your life was
buried in Christ. When you dine at Christ’s table, you take his life into your own. His
fearless, free, unearthed, burgeoning life is yours. You are free, O church, from the
work of appeasing others, of contorting yourself to stay safe, of quieting your unique
and therefore potent voice, of finding creative ways to hide the light that is in you.
Your life will not be thwarted by death. So, live.
From sundaysandseasons.com.

Prayer of the Day

March 28

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus
Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us
to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in
need.
In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility.
Redeem your people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. Heal
us and empower us to confess Christ crucified. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection:
restore lost habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas
affected by climate change (especially), grant relief from natural disasters (especially),
and nurture new growth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the
powerful, that they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers,
and guide those who command them, that they serve those in greatest need. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are condemned
to death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are
mocked or bullied. Accompany all who suffer (especially); grant respite and renewal.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and funeral
directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who plan and
lead funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

March 28, 2021
SUNDAY OF THE PASSION
Blessing of the Palms
Congregations across the world were asked to refrain from worshiping in person during
the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 to stem the spread of the deadly
virus. For many, the loss was felt most sharply on Palm Sunday just as Holy Week
services were scheduled to begin.
One congregation in Central Washington State worshiped in their homes that morning
via conference call. They hadn’t been able to distribute palms to one another, so
pretending to wave imaginary branches in their own homes felt inauthentic and
strange. Absent their usual practices, the pastor of the little church composed a nontraditional “Blessing of the Palms” for worship as they gathered in the safety of their
homes. Instead of blessing palm branches on that Palm Sunday morning, the assembly
was invited to bless the palms of their own outstretched hands.
The word hosanna, shouted by those witnessing Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem in Mark’s
gospel, can be translated, “Help, please, now!” With this very word on our lips, today
we are invited to lay down more than coats and leafy branches at the foot of Jesus. We
are invited to lay down our very own palms just as they are.
Imagine today that the palms laid out at the feet of Jesus today are the very palms of
hands we meet every day in our own community and in the world. Some of these will
be cracked, old, and tired with work; others will be sweating and nervous with worry;
still others might be hopeful and open, excited or twitching with anticipation. Today we
are invited to lay every one of those things that excite, demand, and trouble us at the
foot of Jesus with a word of “Hosanna!” on our lips.
From sundaysandseasons.com.

This Lenten season we are
giving our weekday offerings
to the Lutheran Disaster
Response. We are honored to
be giving to this worthy fund
as they provided assistance to
many and do great deeds!
Please read the information
regarding their mission.
Offerings on regular envelope
or notate on your check.
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