
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mid July/August 2024 
 
 

Rev. Dr. Mark Rich 
601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544 

Worship Sundays at 10 a.m. 
 

First Evangelical wishes to acknowledge and give our gratitude to the 
Wyandotte Nation, who once called the land our church sits on their home. 
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What do we mean when we use the phrase 'the word of God'? For many 
Christians, they immediately think of the Bible. 
The Bible does indeed contain the gospel of Jesus Christ, but it also 
contains non-gospel and anti-gospel. It is only the gospel that saves the 
world, not the non-gospel nor the anti-gospel. So, it can't be as simple as 
saying the Bible is the word of God. We need to think further than that. 
In August I'm going to preach on the word of God in all its meanings: 
Jesus as the word of God, our speaking and hearing the gospel as the 
word of God, and the Bible as the word of God. There's a LOT of uses of 
the Bible that are contrary to the gospel, and many people get either 
fooled or turned off to Christianity by them. 
So, we have to learn how to think while reading the Bible, while hearing it 
read or referred to, while doing our own praying and worshipping and 
living. 
 
On Aug 4 I'll show how it's necessary to see the gospel within the Bible. 
 
On Aug 11 and 18 I'll show some examples of how Jesus used scriptures 
(the Bible didn't exist at that time, only some scriptures - and of course, 
none of the New Testament). Jesus was certainly not a literalist when 
using the scriptures! 
 
On Aug 25 I'll tie that together by showing why we Christians say that 
Jesus himself is the word of God, and how his identity as the word of 
God connects to the Bible and to our lived experience of life and faith. 
 
Be sure to catch this sermon series this coming August!! 
 
See you in church! 
Pastor Mark 



 

 
July 18, 2024------Council Members present:   

Dan Altvater, Dorothy Blackburn, Kristin Ealy, Tom Martin, Chad Stoneburner, Mary Wright and Brenda Zeigler.   
Excused:                                                                                        Also present: Pr. Mark Rich 

There was no June meeting of the council. 
 

Pastor Mark opened with Prayer 
Letter of Resignation of Council Seat by Maureen Hawkins read to council.   
 

Pastor Mark reported he will be doing a sermon series in August.  The details will be in 
the newsletter and on Facebook.   
 

 
 
 

Old Business: 
1. Sanctuary Screen- information presented on up-to-date availabilities to meet 

our needs.  Discussed about lower attendance and if this is needed.  Thoughts 
of it being a good look to a prospective Minister in the future.  Chad 
Stoneburner motioned to proceed with the purchase of equipment to install a 
screen in sanctuary using Memorial Funds.  Dan Altvater second, MC. 

2. Council agreed to have Habitat for Humanity be our Mission for the Month in 
August. 

 

New Business: 
1. Pastor Mark brought to council a question of interest in Sunday School or 

another programming option for children and youth ministry.  Council was of 
course in favor, with qualms of participation commitment.  The idea will be 
further explored. 

 

Transition Team:  met in July and had good discussion about the church and its 
history.  Will be planning a night with the church members in September. Next 
meeting August 14th at 7 p.m. 
 

Committee Reports:  

Exterior Windows were washed, Tom working on Landscaping issue near new 
retention wall. Outreach has begun the LWR Backpack collection drive.  
Finances look okay, attendance low in summer slump.   

 

 

Next meeting – August 15          August member of the month:  Brenda Zeigler  



         



 

  
 

 
 

 



 

     
 

   
 



 

HOW TO CONTACT & STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH  
 

Church Phone:  419.294.3544        Pastor Mark: 614.381.4520     Kristin: 419.310.0107 
 

 
http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org 

https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky 
601 North Sandusky Avenue- Upper Sandusky OH 43351 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Our Mission Focus for August will be Habitat for Humanity!  All loose and 
designated offerings given will go to this organization.  They currently have 

builds in Marion and any monies gifted to them go a long way!  
 

 

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky


 

 

Opportunities to Serve YOUR Church 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FLOWERS 

July 28- Randy & Sherri Sorg 

August 4- Mary Wright 

August 11- Nieset Family 

August 18- ___________ 

August 25- ____________ 

 

GREETER(S) 

July 28- _______________ 

August 4- _____________ 

August 11- ____________ 

August 18- ___________ 

August 25- ____________ 

 

SCRIPTURE and/or PRAYERS 

 

                            SCRIPTURES                    PRAYERS 

July 28-               _____________             _____________ 

August 4-            _____________            _____________ 

August 11-          _____________             _____________ 

August 18-          _____________            _____________ 

August 25-          _____________            _____________ 

 

CANDLES and OFFERING 

July 28- _______________ 

August 4- _____________ 

August 11- ____________ 

August 18- ___________ 

August 25- ____________ 

 

COMMUNION PREPARATION 

July 28- _______________ 

August 4- _____________ 

August 11- ____________ 

August 18- ___________ 

August 25- ____________ 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Co-Leaders:  Janine McMillan and Amanda Barth 

Imagination Station- Kelly Fahle   

Sticky Scriptures- Pr. Barry Halter 

               Bible Story Adventures- Pr. Mark Rich       

Music- Kristin Ealy 

Snacks, Photos & Support- Renee Nieset & Laura Wines 

Teen Helpers:  Robert Roszman, Bryson Stoneburner, 

Kloe Ealy, Harper Fahle, Raelyn Hahn, Alexus Lehnhart, 

Grady Loverich, Leah Hahn, Evie Bramel, Hailey Quint 
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