July 2022
Rev. Kathleen Shuck
601 North Sandusky Avenue Upper Sandusky Ohio 43351 419-294-3544
Sunday Worship Time: 10 a.m.
In person and Online
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As I work from home (during a week of continuing education at Lakeside), I’m
confronted by remnants of the extended time of working from home last year as the
pandemic initially affected life for us. On the walls of the room with my computer
still hang some notes put up in March and April of last year. Many fell off (attached
with painter’s tape), but, some have hung on. Most of them (those gone and those
that remain) are words of encouragement. Some came from groups I am part of,
some were sent directly to me. Words of encouragement in a difficult and, often,
discouraging time. Signs of care and love, reminders of God’s love present with us
even in the midst of uncertainty.
This week, I’ve been listening to Bishop Beaudoin preach and teach on the book of
Acts. In one of the sessions he lifted up Barnabus, whose name means “son of
encouragement” (Acts 4:36). He then spoke of the church being a place of
encouragement. A place for God’s people to inspire, embolden, encourage and
invigorate. We are to do this so that we can live in the world and share the light of
God’s love and grace with others.
Who are those who have encouraged you? Who have you encouraged? Who can
you encourage? How can we as the body of Christ better encourage one another?
How can you help make that happen?
As we continue to grow as church together, I invite you to think about what your
responses to the last two questions might be and share them with myself or one of
your council members.
May we encourage one another to live
more boldly as God’s beloved people.
Peace,
Pastor Kathy

June 17, 2021
Members Present: Rita Bennett, Kristin Ealy, Karen Magers, Mary Wright, Brenda Zeigler
Excused: Duane Shock, Earl Kidwell, Laura Wines
Also present: Rev. Kathleen Shuck

Opening Devotions
Pastor’s Report- visiting, continuing ed June 21-25 at Lakeside, Sunday
morning online opportunity changing (June 27), communion will be with wafer
and wine for June (line coming forward to receive)
Old Business:
1. VBS is scheduled for July 26-30, plans are still being made.
New Business:
1. Donation from Richard Gibson estate. Council will have to decide the best
course of action regarding where this money will be placed. Brenda suggested
some projects that were brought up in past such as Stained Glass repairs,
Parking Lot resurfacing and Lower Level room doors. Discussion will
continue.
2. VBS joint account (held with First) has a dwindling amount of money. We
have continued to use funds without replacing. Similar conversation
happening at St. Paul. Budget each year is $300-$400. There is just over $600
remaining, before this year’s bills. Suggestions on possible ways to fill the
need, no decisions made at this time. Will encourage donation via weekly
offerings (like we did with TWL).
3. Neighbors of Dick Newell are offering to donate to First a tree, bush or
shrubbery in his memory. Those involved will be contacted, donation accepted
and for the west area outside of the main entrance. We will ask that we oversee
the installation.

Committee Reports:
Worship & Music Committee met and picked out Father’s Day Gifts, is planning
outdoor service for August 15 and has purchased welcome banners for the front
entrance. Also talked out ways to commune and to increase Communion Sundays to
twice a month in July.
Next meeting is July 15 at 7 p.m.

COVID19 Information Page
Currently the First Evangelical Lutheran Church has the following policy.
To continue with:
-indoor in person worship at 10 a.m. each Sunday
-providing an online worship opportunity each Sunday at 10 a.m.
-caring for one another’s health and safety
- caution, yet encouraging respect to others during this compromise in
returning to a more “normal” worship atmosphere.
Council has decided the following, to be effective with the July 4 worship
and ongoing through July.
1) Building will return to being unlocked
2) Pew restrictions will go down to only one pew in between.
Cushions will be placed onto available pews.
3) Masks are encouraged when entering, exiting and moving about
the building as well as singing.
Council still urges people to congregate for fellowship and conversation
before and after services outside, rather than inside.
The policies regarding Covid19 are discussed regularly by council and revised as needed.
If you are desiring Holy Communion, please know that we have home communion kits
available as well as several volunteers and Pastor Kathy that can come and commune with
you.
Please contact the office 419.294.3544 if you are interested!

Do you or a family member require any help financially, remember we do
have the CARE fund here at the church that was created for that very
reason. It is strictly confidential between Pastor, Council President and
head of Outreach Committee as they are the “board” for this fund. If you
are in need, please do not hesitate to contact Pastor Kathy for help.

Addison Stoneburner 11th
Connie Gillen 12th
Pastor Kathy 17th
Duane Shock 17th
Steve Nye 17th
Loren Dillon 20th
Gannon Ritter 24th

Hayden Layne 25th
Judy Secoy 26th
Steve Bowman 27th
Korey Newell 27th
Lisa Reinschell 28th
Earl Kidwell 30th

Larry & Judy Secoy 7/1
Dennis & Lynn Mack 7/8
Brian & Elaine Tschanen 7/19
Matt & Mindy Newell 7/19
Scott & Marla Ritter 7/30
Randy & Sherri Sorg 7/30
If you or someone you know were inadvertently left off the special days list, please notify the office!

USHER/GREETERS are needed each Sunday. Sign up for a
month or just one Sunday…only 1-2 people are needed to greet
those coming in and to help direct them if needed. Also to count
and record the number in attendance. It’s a little different than in
the past, but still very much a part of a smooth worship service!
☺

First Evangelical Lutheran Scholarship
Applications are available!
First Evangelical Lutheran Church Scholarship
=Completed one year of study at a 2 or 4 year secondary education school
=Active Member of First Evangelical
=Have not previously been awarded the First Evangelical Lutheran Scholarship

All eligible applicants will be awarded based on number of applicants and
availability of funds.
Contact the office to get an application or grab one from Cross Hall!

WORSHIP MATERIALS FOR JUNE
July 4 Prayer of the Day God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to
proclaim the coming of your kingdom. Give us the courage you gave the apostles, that
we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in every circumstance of life, in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
God of all, through the waters of baptism you claim people of all races, ethnicities, and
languages as your beloved children. Sustain the baptized and increase their faith, that
your gospel may be proclaimed throughout the earth. Lord, in your mercy,hear our prayer.
God of the heavens, your creating Spirit animates the universe. We give you thanks for
the moon and stars, for the planets and the Milky Way Galaxy, and for all of the
mysteries of the cosmos that remain unknown to us. Lord, in your mercy,hear our prayer.
God of freedom, you have liberated us from sin and death and rescue us from all forms
of spiritual, social, and political oppression. Defend us from tyrants in our midst and
deliver us from all forms of slavery or corruption. Direct our freedom for works of
liberation and wholeness. Lord, in your mercy,hear our prayer.
God of compassion, you became vulnerable in the person of Jesus Christ in solidarity
with the disempowered. Strengthen those who feel faint, give courage to those who
fear, and bring wholeness to those in need (especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of holiness, you send us out into the world to proclaim your love. We pray for our
outreach ministries (local ministries may be named). Equip us as we leave this place to
witness and serve our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen.

Ready to Bear Witness
Where does power come from? The usual answers—family connections, reputation,
possessions—are all rejected in this reading from Mark’s gospel. Jesus’ power is not
only independent of his family connection—it is hindered by it. While it isn’t entirely
clear why the people of Nazareth reject Jesus, the fact that they do may sound familiar
to us. How often do we find exactly what we expect when we encounter something
new? How open are we, really, to the possibility that God’s power might come from an
unexpected corner? The first part of today’s reading suggests that even miracles take
two things: both divine power and willing witnesses.
Perhaps Jesus sends his disciples out stripped of their possession precisely so
that they are ready to witness to God’s power in a new way. They go without any of the
usual trappings of security or wealth, with no guarantee that their ministry will be
received. In fact, Mark reminds us a few verses later (Mark 6:14-28) just how hostile
the world can be to receiving the proclamation of the kingdom of God. John the Baptist
will lose his life because of Herod’s resistance to repentance. Nevertheless, Jesus’
teaching continues to astound, and the word continues to spread.
The willingness to bear witness, even when we are not certain of answered prayer or
mission success, is a theme that unites all this day’s readings. Even the Psalm, in its
simple gaze of faith, invites us to let go of results in favor of relationship. Paul’s
sometimes confusing logic about spiritual experiences becomes clear as he sums up
God’s word to him: “My grace is sufficient for you . . . .” That is a powerful word, which
can make almost any experience an opportunity to witness to Christ’s power.

July 11 Prayer of the Day
O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Holy parent, you welcome your people into one family and gather all things to yourself.
Bestow your grace upon your beloved church, lavish your wisdom upon us, and redeem
us from our faults, that by our witness all might praise your glory. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Awesome Creator, you steadfastly tend to the smallest of seeds and the mightiest of
sycamore trees. Spring up green growth from the earth, nourish the growth of fruit,
grain, and other crops, and bless the work of farmers and laborers. Lord, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.
God of the oppressed, turn the ears of those who are in power to the voices of prophets
in our own day. Protect those who speak difficult truths when it is risky to do so. Lord,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of strength, you are near to those who endure difficulty. Comfort all who are
survivors of violence, guard the refugee and the immigrant, and protect all those who
are victims of prejudice and discrimination. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of love, we pray for this holy house and all those who worship here. We pray
especially for those whose efforts behind the scenes often go unnoticed; for the
custodian(s) and maintenance workers, for our office staff (other positions may be
named), and for all of our volunteers. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen.

Speaking Truth to Power
Few of us want to hear a hard truth, and perhaps fewer of us want to be the ones called
to deliver one. Today’s texts remind us that bearing God’s word is risky business. King
Jereboam exiles the prophet Amos for calling him to account. Herod delivers John the
baptizer’s head on a platter to his wife, Herodias, to fulfill a promise he never should
have made. Speaking truth to power can cost us our lives.
Yet this is exactly what God calls us to do. God’s prophets are ordinary people called to
deliver an extraordinary message. Listen to the praise Paul heaps on the Ephesians,
naming them as God’s blessed, God’s chosen, and God’s adopted children (Eph. 1:3-5).
It is the kind of pep talk coaches give their players just before sending them back into
the game against a seemingly unbeatable team. Like Amos, who freely confesses his
humble background and unlikely credentials, we are sent from worship each week to
proclaim God’s in-breaking reign to all the powers that profess to rule this world.
Still, beneath the apparent victory of power over truth, there is a hidden story bursting
through the seams of this tale. Yes, John the Baptist dies, but the integrity of his
witness outshines all of Herod’s corrupt court intrigues. Herod himself was drawn to
John’s preaching, and in the end it is Herod’s character that seems most tragic.
Like Herod, we are each challenged to really listen to the challenging voice of God in
our day and age, and to turn away from the lures and temptations that attempt to
seduce us away from fidelity to God. Through us, God speaks words of peace, love, and
faithfulness that challenge the world’s violence, hatred, and treachery.

July 18 Prayer of the Day
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and
protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the
justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Tend your church, O God. Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons in their
proclamation of the gospel. Raise up new leaders and encourage those pursuing a call
to ministry. Embolden all the baptized to embody your love and justice. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Restore your creation, O God. Sustain croplands and pastures and safeguard all farm
animals and livestock. Preserve lakes, rivers, and streams that offer refreshment.
Revive lands recovering from natural disasters and protect coastlands threatened by
rising oceans. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Reconcile the nations, O God. Break down the dividing walls that make us strangers to
one another and unite us as one human family. Equip leaders to deal wisely with
conflict and guide diplomats who seek peaceful solutions. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Heal your people, O God. Look with compassion on immigrants, exiles, and all who are
afraid or feel lost. Give rest to those who are weary, comfort to those who are grieving,
and recovery to those who are ill (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Nourish this congregation, O God. Prepare a table where we receive food for our
hungering spirits. Renew our commitment to provide for one another and revitalize our
ministries of feeding and nurturing hungry neighbors. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.Amen.

At Rest among Strangers
The world can be a dangerous place, and we all long for someone, some leader, who
will watch over us and protect us from all harm. The prophet Jeremiah issues strong
cautions to those who abuse the trust placed in them to care for God’s people, and the
psalmist sings the praises of the Lord who guards and guides us through life’s trials.
But the letter to the Ephesians suggests that lasting safety comes through the healing
and reconciling work of Christ, which allows us to share a meal with those we are
inclined to regard as enemies, because Christ has “broken down the dividing wall, that
is, the hostility between us.” So, in Christ, aliens become citizens and strangers become
members of the household of God.
Living into this reality requires all of us to be diligent in our practices with and policies
toward all kinds of “strangers and aliens” in our world and in our lives. It means making
peace with those whose politics make them strange to us, and creating genuine
welcome for the newcomer in our classrooms, workplaces and congregations. It means
considering the needs of immigrants and refugees through the lens of Christian faith as
well as national identity, and not assuming the two are the same.
The reassuring news this day is that God, unlike so many who hold power in this world,
is already reconciling the world to God’s own self and us to one another. We enact this
new reality each time we pass the peace or come to the Lord’s supper, not because we
have finally achieved the peace we seek, but because in Christ God’s future reign of
peace has already broken into our present.

July 25 Prayer of the Day
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for your
word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the true
bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations (especially).
Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who accompany global
neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving works. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid of those
enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the nourishment of your
people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption and instruct those
who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them with a vision of the common good
and a commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or underemployed,
those unable to find affordable housing, and those without health insurance. Console those who
grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you for healing (especially). Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve those in need.
When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, assure us of your abundance.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Rollin’ in the Dough—and Fishes
In recent years many books have been printed that focus on baking vast assortments
of breads—from rye to pumpernickel, French to Italian. Today, however, we encounter
a bread that points to both a deeper longing, physically and spiritually, and an even
more fulfilling outcome than the tastiest assortment of baked bread. This abundance of
bread satisfies hunger, transforms lives, and ushers in a new vision of the holy in
community. Recognizing the power of action, John calls to mind the ways prophets fed
and nourished the people, and then he multiplies this in the person and action of Jesus.
Jesus uses earthly gifts to provide for the gathered community—the gospel’s vision of
Jesus’ life and God’s abundance in creation. Second Kings and John allow our
congregations to wonder with the faithful servants and disciples how God will provide.
We are invited into a conversation that might start by reflecting on a sentence written
by the late United Nations Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold: “Each morning we
must hold out the chalice of our being to receive, to carry, and give back.” The
scriptures today open a door for us to think about how individuals and communities are
nourished and sustained by God, and also imagine how we become vessels of the holy
who are now opened to the call of service. How might ordinary gifts (and ordinary
people) become the ways God’s love and mercy are multiplied in sustenance for
neighbor, community, and world? Through our questions, our acts of giving, and our
proclamation of the works of God in Christ Jesus, we are invited to experience what it
means to be rooted in God’s sustaining love and to proclaim this God who invites us
into the unimaginable vision of abundance.

VBS is funded by
both First
Evangelical and
St. Paul Lutheran
to be able to
present the
Lutheran
Churches of
Upper Sandusky
VBS. Over the
years of providing
this awesome
week of fun, we
have taken from our joint fund…but we haven’t reached
out for any monetary donations to carry through for years
to come! As costs arise and the fund decreases we are
seeking ways to boost the fund so we can continue to
bring our churches and the community this great
opportunity.
Various ways to raise money will be presented
throughout the year. But if you would like to help sooner
than that, you can designate an amount on your offering
envelope. We have funds to cover this year and most of
next, but after that without help, we may not be able to
continue.

Catechism for those entering the 7th and 8th grades will begin
again this fall! Pastor Kathy will be notifying all those with
children eligible soon!
Do you have children that are ready to join us for the Holy Meal?
Please let Pr. Kathy or the office know! We will be getting a first
communion class scheduled and know we have some that may
be interested!
We’ve had a few Baptisms over the past year, but we are excited
to know we have several more interested in baptizing their
children. If you would also like to get your child(ren) baptized,
please contact the office or Pr. Kathy!
Children’s Sunday will begin again in August! It will be August
22 and we will also be blessing the return to school that day!
Acolytes….we have missed you! But beginning in August we
will be scheduling weekly acolytes again! If you are entering the
6th grade and up, your parents will be asked to place you on the
list. If you are new, no worries…our older kids will teach you!

Rev. Charles C. Steward Scholarship
Thank you and appreciation cards were sent to the church from the Steward
Family as well as the Foundation in appreciation of the donation First Evangelical
made to the Rev. Charles C. Steward Scholarship.
From Lucille and family: The family of Pastor Steward wish to thank everyone for the recent
donation to the Pastor Charles Steward Scholarship Fund. This fund will make it possible to help
students with college expenses and will be available first to anyone from First Lutheran Church who
may be applying in the future. Thanks to all for the generous gift. Love & hugs to all – we miss the good
old days!

Scholarship Information:
The Scholarship would provide a one-time scholarship to a graduating senior from Upper
Sandusky High School, Upper Sandusky, OH who plans to further his or her education at an
accredited 2 or 4-year post-secondary school or qualified trade school The Scholarship award
shall be used for the purpose of covering education-related expenses such as tuition, books, etc.
Applicant must show financial need, participation in church, school and community activities
and write a short essay which describes how church involvement has influenced his or her life.

Upper Sandusky OH 43351

601 North Sandusky Avenue

First Evangelical Lutheran Church

