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Please stand, as you are able.
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God,
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness,
let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform
our grief, pain, and despair. We confess that we have not always
prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not always
recognized your presence among us; we have not always
embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the
burden of violence, oppression, and fear.

We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge;
our participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones;
our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.
Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. * Christ’s presence
redeems the whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth
rejoice and be glad! Amen.



Let All Together Praise Our God
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5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

6 Unlock the door again today
that leads to paradise;
the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!




Please stand, as you are able.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Be ourstrengthin times of__ trou- ble. Set us free from. chains that_ bind.

Show us how to love our_neigh-bor. Run to those who_ cry for__ help.
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Breathe new_ life in - to our_ spir-its. Pu - ri - fy our_ heartsand minds.
Word made flesh who lives a - mong us; Christ our_Lord, Em - man-u - el
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Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in
all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14
’Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people,
the remnant of Israel.” 8 See, | am going to bring them from
the land of the north and gather them from the farthest parts of
the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child



and those in labor together; a great company, they shall return
here. 9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will
lead them back; I will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path where they shall not stumble,
for | have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.

' Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the
coastlands far away; say, ““He who scattered Israel will gather him
and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” " For
the Lord has ransomed Jacob and has redeemed him from hands
too strong for him.

2 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they
shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the
wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd;

their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall
never languish again. 3 Then shall the young women rejoice in the
dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy; | will comfort them and give
them gladness for sorrow. | will give the priests their fill of
fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the Lord. The Word of our Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20
2Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,
3who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
4 God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

5 God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very
swiftly.



'® God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.
'7 God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
8 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
9 God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to
Israel.
2°The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. > He destined us
for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the
good pleasure of his will,  to the praise of his glorious grace that
he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all
wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, °as
a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth. " In Christ we have also obtained an
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, > so
that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for
the praise of his glory. 3 In him you also, when you had heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in



him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 4 this
is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own
people, to the praise of his glory. The Word of our Lord. Thanks be
to God.

Please stand, as you are able.
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Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18
The Gospel read to you, according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
['In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being #in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. > The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overtake it.

® There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify
to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.]

' He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him, yet the world did not know him. " He came to what was his



own, and his own people did not accept him. 2 But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, > who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

* And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth. > (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom
| said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was
before me.”””) *® From his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. 7 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. ® No one has ever seen God. It is the
only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known. The Gospel of our Lord, praise to you O Christ.

Children’s Sermon - Sermon



The First Noel
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Refrain
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night that  was so deep.
tin-ued both day and night.
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Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901

2026 COUNCIL INSTALLATION



Please stand, as you are able.

CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with
the Father; through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he
ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, be with you all.
And also with you.

Offering: we give God thanks and praise for support received so that
we may stretch our arms outwardly and take care of this House of
God. Please pass offerings towards the center aisle for collection

from back to front.

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Holy Communion
The Preface - to "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice"
Pastor: Oh, may the good Lord be with you!
Congregation: And may the Lord be with you too!
P: Lift your hearts to God in praise.
C: To the Lord our hearts we raise.
P: Let us offer praises true.
C: It is fitting so to do:
Gratefully we sing To the Lord, our King!

The Proper Preface

P: It is both right and wholly good
That we should praise you, holy God
For the mystery of your Word
Come to us in Christ our Lord.
So we see your glory now
You live with us on earth below.
So we praise your name
With heav’nly hosts the same.

The Sanctus - to "As with Gladness Men of Old"
Holy, holy, holy Lord
God of hosts, by all adored:
Heav'n and earth cannot contain
All the glory of Your name!
With the heav'nly host we sing
Highest praises to our King.



Hail! Hosanna! Endless fame

Be to Him who, in God's name,
Now draws near with us to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel!

Hail! Hosanna! Praises be

To the Lord eternally!

The Consecration
P: On the night he was betrayed
Our Lord Jesus took up bread
Blessed it, broke it, gave it out
To disciples round about
“Take and eat this my body
Do it now rememb’ring me.”

At meal’s end he took the cup,
In thanksgiving lifted up.

Gave it them to drink and said,
“The new cov’nant in my blood,
Shed for you for sin’s release;
Do it now rememb’ring me.”

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom
come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive us our sin as we have forgiven those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen.



The Communion

The Prayer and Benediction - to "O Little Town of Bethlehem"
Pastor: Pour out on us the Spirit of
your love, O Lord, we pray;
Make one our wills with all you fill
with heav’nly food this day.
Congregation: And may your mercy ever
Your love in us increase
That through this gift our lives we lift
And live within your peace.
Pastor: Now may the good Lord bless and keep,
God’s love in you increase;
Lift up God’s face with shining grace,
And grant eternal peace.
Congregation:
Creator, Christ, and Spirit,
Eternal One-in-Three
To you be praise through all our days
And to eternity!



The Bells of Christmas
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5 O patriarchs’ Joy, O prophets’ Song,
O Dayspring bright, awaited long,
O Son of Man, incarnate Word,
great David’s Son, great David’s Lord:

6 Come, Jesus, glorious heav’nly guest,
and keep your Christmas in our breast;
then David’s harpstrings, hushed so long,
shall swell our jubilee of song.



Go in peace! Share the good news!
Thanks be to God!

Prayer Concerns

Ronald Wright, Randy Sorg, Pat Tong, Chuck Gottfried, Wes
Rowlinson, Karenda Palmer, Doug Nieset, Mark Kimmel, Bob & Sherri,
Monique Pahl, Bryan.

Flowers are given this morning by Sally Kirian to the Glory of God and
in memory of loved ones.

Today we are installing the 2026 Council. The council includes: Dan
Altvater, Marty Denney, Skip Glover, Janine McMillan, Renee Nieset,
Lisa Rife, Chad Stoneburner, Laura Wines and Mary Wright.

Our Mission this month is for the Wyandot Memorial Annual
Campaign. This year they are raising money to make a gift shop at
the hospital!

While Pastor is in Tanzania, please direct all calls to Kristin
419.310.0107 and she will be able to help or send the needed help.
Please keep Pastor and his wife in your prayers as they travel!



JANUARY

bitladays ) 2oen wines

10 SKIP GLOVER
12 DOROTHY BLACKBURN
14 NICHOLAS WINES

15 KARL WINES
16 CAROLYN HALL
21 DEB RASHLEIGH

22 JENNA MCCARTNEY
23 BRENDA ZEIGLER
26 RAY GROGAN
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