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1 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Micah 6:1-8   Psalm 15       
1Corinthians 1:18-31          

Matthew 5:1-12 

8 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 58:1-12   Psalm 112:1-10   
1 Corinthians 2:1-16    

Matthew 5:13-20 

15 

Transfiguration of our Lord 
Exodus 24:12-18    Psalm 2    

2 Peter 1:16-21   
Matthew 17:1-9 

22 

1st Sunday of Lent 
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7  Psalm 
32  Romans 5:12-19  Matthew 

4:1-11 

    

February  2026 

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN  
601 North Sandusky Avenue-Upper Sandusky, OH 43351     firstevangelical@gmail.com   419.294.3544 

 Please RSVP by Feb. 13th 
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Grace and peace to you all from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

Lent starts soon (Yikes!!), and so will our Lenten studies on Sunday mornings after 
worship. 

 
I’m thinking of  using this Lenten series by John Dominic Crossan  

https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/jesus-in-galilee-info-page/ 
Crossan is one of  the foremost scholars in what’s known as Historical Jesus stud-
ies, and he’s still going strong in his 90s!! He has produced four videos for use in 

churches, discussion groups, or by individuals, to talk about: 

Week 01: ISRAEL & ROME 
How the Romanization of  Israel resulted in both Violent Rebellion & Nonviolent 

Resistance 
Week 02: BAPTISM & JORDAN 

How John's "baptism" was so distinctive that he was nicknamed "Baptist" by both 
Josephus and Mark 

Week 03: TRADITION & TRACTION 
How the biblical vision of  distributive justice got socio-political traction from  

Antipas' lake enclosure 
Week 04: MEDIUM & MESSAGE 

How Jesus' Parables were a Participatory Pedagogy for a Participatory Divine Rule 
on Earth 

 

I (Pastor Mark) would be the one to sign up for the class, and we can then use the 
videos during our class time each Sunday after worship. 

Now I did say back in early January that I would be open to other topics or for-
mats for our Lenten Study, and that’s still true. If  folks would like to go another 
way, we can certainly do that – but we need to make up our minds pretty soon. 

See you in church and in study discussions! 

Pastor Mark 

 

https://homebrewedchristianity.lpages.co/jesus-in-galilee-info-page/
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2026 Council met for their first meeting of the year! 

   

Members of the Council this year include:  Dan Altvater, Marty Denney, Skip Glover,  
Janine McMillan, Renee Nieset, Lisa Rife, Chad Stoneburner, Laura Wines and Mary 

Wright.  They just met for their organizational meeting this past week where they elected 
Chad Stoneburner as President, Dan Altvater as Vice President.  Appointed Kristin Ealy 

as council secretary, Kurt Kimmel as treasurer and Larry Bennett as Financial Secretary.  
Also will continue to be blessed to have Dorothy Blackburn and Brenda Zeigler to be 

money counters.  While in session, the council discussed changing out thermostats in 
the church to programmable units and facilities will be looking at the most cost effective 
way to handle.  Fundraising for the proposed Digital Sign was discussed and scheduling 

of the Annual Meeting for February 15th was also decided. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Finance—Skip Glover 

 
Facilities— 

Chad Stoneburner 
 

Christian Ed—Lisa Rife 
Dan Altvater-Laura Wines 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Outreach— 
Marty Denney & Janine 

McMillan 
 

Worship & Music– Mary 
Wright & Renee Nieset 

 
 

All will have meetings soon 
and invite anyone that is in-

terested to join in! 

 

January– WMH  Annual Campaign 
February– WXML Radio 
March– Christian Food Center 
April-Hopewoods Outdoor 
May-VBS 
June-Open Door 
July-the HUB 
 

Monthly Missions are planned for 
all loose  

money in plate and any designa-
tion on envelopes to go towards 
the mission that month.  In the 

event an emergent need arises, the 
above list may be amended.   
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We will collect everything for the 
pantry this month!  We encourage 
you to bring food and or non food 
items as well.  Some ideas of non 
food items include paper products 
and soaps, toothpastes etc.  Please 
leave in South Room near the piano. 

Northwest Ohio Synod 
year long effort titled 

The Way of Love 
resources on website 

nwos-elca.church 
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2nd—Rita Bennett 
2nd—Ellie Stoneburner 

6th—Dante Major 
11th—Pat Denney 

14th—Al Stoneburner 
16th—Kurt Kimmel 
16th—Kyle Kuenzli 

17th—Pat Tong 
18th—Scott Ritter 
19th—Sally Kirian 
28th—Keri Newell 

 
13th 

Mike & Rhonda Kuenzli 
17th 

Larry & Rita Bennett 
 

FEBRUARY 
1– RIFE 

8– J&E STONEBURNER 
15– KIRIAN 
22– MARTIN 

 
MARCH 

1– NIESET 
8– C&R STONEBURNER 

15– DENNEY 
22– WINES 
29– KIRIAN 

 

 

FEBRUARY 
1—JAKE 

8—BRYSON 
15—KLOE 
22—NICK 

 
MARCH 
1—JAKE 

8—BRYSON 
15—KLOE 
22—NICK 
29—JAKE 

FEBRUARY 
1— ______________ 

8— Ealy 
15—______________ 
22—______________ 

FEBRUARY 
1—Mary Wright 
8—Kristin Ealy 

15—Pat Denney 
22—Dan Altvater 

We are looking for more communion prep 
and greeters...please let Kristin know if you 

are ready to be added to the list! 

Currently there are 

openings for altar 

flowers for all of Feb-

ruary and March 

1,8,15,22 



 

Rev. Dr. Mark Rich   email: cmhrich6@gmail.com   614.381.4520                                                                    Secretary: Kristin Ealy   419.310.0107 

First Evangelical Lutheran 
601 North Sandusky Avenue 
Upper Sandusky OH 43351 
 


