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Rev. Kathleen Shuck
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Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Psalm 119:105
In this “Year of Scripture”, as we’ve been reading through the Bible together,
we hear the story of God and God’s people. (If you’ve fallen behind, or not
yet started, I encourage you to begin with the reading for today.) God calls the
people to Godself. God makes a covenant with the people and calls them to
faithfulness. Again and again the people turn away – and God calls them back.
God keeps the promise even when the people do not. God is faithful even
when God’s people are not.
In the fullness of time, God sent the Son. As Jesus shared a meal with his
disciples on the night of his betrayal, he said, “This cup that is poured out for
you is the new covenant in my blood.” Jesus keeps God’s promise. Jesus
keeps God’s people’s promise.
As we prepare for the coming celebration of Easter, we remember Jesus’
journey to the cross. Midweek Lenten services continue on April 3 and 10 at
7pm in the chapel in Cross Hall. We gather for worship on Palm/Passion
Sunday, April 14 at 10:00. On Maundy Thursday we will gather for worship
and Holy Communion at 7:00 pm. Good Friday will be a Tenebre service,
moving from light to dark, as we remember Jesus’ suffering and death. On
Easter Sunday, April 21, our children will share in leadership as we celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord.
Read daily. Come and hear the word proclaimed. Come and join with fellow
believers as we journey through Lent and worship our resurrection Lord, Jesus
Christ.
Peace,
Pastor Kathy

Council Meeting Agenda

Thursday March 28, 2019

7 p.m.

Members: Kristin Ealy, Jean Gottfried, Earl Kidwell, Amanda Rowlinson,
Duane Shock, Al Stoneburner, Linda Welker, Laura Wines, Brenda Zeigler
Also present: Pr. Kathy
Excused: Rita Bennett, Chad Stoneburner, Joyce Kuenzli
Opening Devotions by Pr. Kathy
Pastor’s Report
mileage – 19 total hours – 118 (does not include work at home time) Worship – 4
Sundays
Visits: Long Term Care – 1
Home – 1
Other – 3
Meetings – 5 staff, individuals, etc.
USAMA
Council
Catechism classes Tuesdays with LIFE – 4 Funeral for Jane Clabaugh
Pre-Baptism session Choir practice
_________
Thank you to you all for your service on Congregation Council
I will be at Wartburg Theological Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa April 23 – 25 for
Reformation and Reunion (continuing education and 25 years since graduation).
April 26 – 29 will be vacation.
President Earl Kidwell thanked everyone for being at the meeting.
Secretary Report: Letter forwarded to REACH board on behalf of Council.
Future month’s agendas will be sent to council by Monday before
meeting. Please have all committee reports to Kristin by then so that this can be
accomplished. This way you all can have a chance to read up on what’s happening
and be prepared.
Old Business:
170th Anniversary Celebration: Bishop Beaudoin and Rev. Julianne Smith are
on the calendar. 20th and 13th, respectively. Pr. Jarrod will reply after
discussion with his council (they too, are celebrating an anniversary in
October) Rev. Steward was happy to be asked, but at this time will not
commit. Fellowship and Worship & Music Committees will meet beginning
in May.

New Business:
Midweek services offerings will go to Lutheran Disaster Response. This was
decided by Pr. Kathy as it was missed in January for council discussion. Any
loose offerings throughout Lent on Sundays will also be added to the
Donation to Lutheran Disaster Response.
Fellowship Committee is requesting that any donations given at Easter
breakfast be put into the fund for fellowship to go towards future activities.
President Earl Kidwell added to new business that he will be replacing the
American Flag. During the big wind storm a few weeks back he witnessed it
on the ground.
There were a few lights out inside the church and they have been since fixed.
Committee Happenings:
Worship & Music: meeting set for April 2nd following Choir Practice, looking at
gifts for women and men for upcoming parent’s days. It was asked by Earl if people
can give requests for hymn and Linda said yes, of course.
Christian Education: Laura confirmed with Kristin there would be an Easter Egg
Hunt on Easter Sunday. 4H kids will help to assemble the eggs.
Finance: see reports. Brenda brought to attention of council that the checking
account is pretty high and in the past council and finance had decided to get CD’s to
lessen the amount in the checkbook. She asked council if they would like her to ask
Kurt to look around for the possibility of putting some more money into a CD.
Council said to ask him but would like to table a decision before moving funds.
Kristin reminded council that Larry would love to come and talk finances at an
upcoming meeting. He will be asked to come on May 23rd. Brenda pointed out that
we have an old youth fund sitting there that we may need to figure out how to move
it or spend it.
Fellowship Committee: held potluck March 17th. Will be serving Easter breakfast
from 8:30-9:30 Easter morning. More activities being considered. Bowling party for
the church family was an idea of an off-site event. This would be in May following
service. More details to come.
Outreach Committee:
Outreach making decisions regarding the annual fund raiser. Usually a pork chop
bbq, however with the work involved, seeking younger help and the possibility of
having an outside company provide the meat. Scheduling always a conflict with UCC
so possibly looking at late September or early October.

Council had several ideas to add to the outreach notes when asked. A delivery
service was not a fond idea as it may create issues with people pre ordering and not
paying and not being home, forgetting, etc. It was then brought up to do a pre-sale
and then a pre order pickup in basement area as a separate line for those that prepaid. Traffic pattern would have to change and so forth. Email and newsletter
articles are ready to be shared, hoping to get the assistance of younger families to
help out and learn the ropes!
Committee looking at possibility of having a program concerning the public here for
an outreach to the community.
Facilities Committee:
1. Doors on the North side of the building have been blowing open during periods of
high winds. Looking to get a mechanical latch (not locking) for those.
2. We will be reaching out to a couple of parking lot contractors to get opinions on
what kind of work will need to be done to the North lot
3. North and westward windows had work approved last year, but due to weather
not completed. New estimates will be brought before council before any work.
4. Cleaning day to be set for May 18th from 8:30am to noon.
5. Outdoor lighting will be looked at, improved for the safety of parking lots.
6. Our ramp and stairs will be sealed and treated by Duane Shock and Earl Kidwell,
to hopefully prevent any future damage.
7. Members of committee attended a safety meeting held recently. Thoughts of
having a few more 24 hour lights was main item that came from that. Plans are
being made to create those spots.
8. Pastor brought up looking into getting an AED (Automated External
Defibrillator). We will need to find a seller for these that can also train a group of
congregation members. Would like Councils input..... Laura and Amanda both are
trained on this equipment as well as any of our members that are CPR certified as
this is one of the techniques now taught. They both mentioned as well, that there
are several grants out there for the purchase of such equipment. Duane asked them
to seek out the information.
In regards to outdoor lighting: With Earl and Duane both working at Fastenal they
are able to purchase needed fixtures. Motion by Brenda Zeigler for them to
purchase what they see fit to update the lighting. Second by Linda Welker, MC
Next Facilities Committee meeting will be Wednesday April 10th, immediately
following service.
Next Meeting: May 23, 7 p.m. April Council Person of the month Amanda Rowlinson

April Birthdays
1 – Jon Zimmerman Sr. and Mike Huntley
9 – Randy Sorg, Rhonda Kuenzli, Elma Spitler,
Lisa Rife and Logan Newell
11th – Rachel Brunson
14th – Kelly Grace
15th – Mindy Bowman
16th – Sherri Sorg
17th – Nora Newell and Andy Ealy
18th – Kira Back and Jacob Rife
19th – Mary Stansbery
28th – Mia Howard
30th – Mindy Newell
st

th

April Anniversaries
Korey and Kerri Newell - 5th
Jim and Pam Karg - 16th
Al and Jan Stoneburner - 29th

Thank you to all that donated for the PB4Haiti Spring Drive! We at
First, collected 60 jars of Peanut Butter! Thank you so much! We
can’t wait to do this again next March!

Due to low attendance since Christmas.
Our Sunday School will end this year on
Easter Sunday. Plans and ideas are in
the works for a revitalization of our
Sunday School Program.
Without children to serve, it makes it
hard to prepare curriculum, activities
and the like. For First to have any
Sunday School it will not only take the
effort of our Adults but the attendance
of children. The Christian Education
Committee welcomes any ideas. Please
direct those to the council charpersons,
Amanda Rowlinson or Laura Wines.

PLEASE RESPOND 
The outreach committee traditionally has held a pork chop barbecue to raise funds
to support charities. Last year profits were distributed to ELCA Disaster Relief,
Red Cross (local) Christian Food Pantry, Wyandot Cares and the Good Samaritan
Fund.
In an effort to involve as many First members as possible, committee members are
considering a fund raiser to be held on a Sunday in late September or early
October. A Sunday would allow those who have not been able to assist with a
Thursday pork chop BBQ the opportunity to get involved this year.
The committee is looking into a pulled pork or broasted chicken dinner in place of
pork chops. The menu change would make less work for those who have given
years of service to grilling the chops. Tom Martin is checking with vendors who
would provide the pulled pork or chicken. We are also thinking about presale tickets
being sold.
Please let the committee know if you and your family would volunteer your time and
talent to this effort. Dinners would be sold from 4:00 to 6:00. Help would be needed
to prepare baked beans, fill to go orders, take care of the prepaid line, prepare
coleslaw on Thursday evening and provide homemade cookies for our dessert
option. Other ideas are welcomed.
Please Contact chairpersons Jean Gottfried or Rita Bennett with your response:
yes - our family can help
no - we are always busy on Sunday.
Thank You for your quick response!
Outreach Committee

HOW TO CONTACT & STAY IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH
Church Phone: 419.294.3544
Pastor Kathy: 419.366.8755
Kristin: 419.310.0107

http://www.upperfirstlutheran.org

https://www.facebook.com/FELCUpperSandusky
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